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Generating Factors of Cabbage ‘Susu-sho (Sooty Discoloration)’

Masatoshi HINOTO, Isao KENMOCHI, Itsuro KOBAYASHI, Nobuo MACHIDA
Motoko HONMA and Hiroshi SAKAI

( Gunma Horticultural Experiment Station )
Summary

‘Susu-sho (Sooty discoloration)’ of cabbage is a tentative name and a soot-like symptom which causes the
leaves around the cut end of cabbage head to become black at harvesting time. The occurrence of ‘Susu-sho’
on summer and autumn-harvesting cabbages has been a problem in the northwestern region of Gunma Prefecture.
An examination was performed to solve the generating factors of ‘Susu-sho’ at Koureichi Branch of Gunma
Horticultural Experiment Station in the years 1997 to 2000. There was an difference among cabbage varieties
in the generating degree of ‘Susu-sho’ and it came out that ‘Reiho-1’ was a frequent generating variety. Moreover,
it turned out that the generating degree of ‘Susu-sho’ changed with time even on the same variety and became
higher as the amount of applied nitrogénous fertilizer and the head weight of cabbage increased. It was suggested
that the water collected in the petiole had some influence on the generation of ‘Susu-sho’. The wax on cabbage
leaf and the application of pesticide and spreader were supposed to have little influence on promoting the

generation of ‘Susu-sho’.
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