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Characteristics of “Local Paddy-field Vision” and the Meaning
of Systematic Response in Large-scale Paddy-field Areas
— A case study in Kita Village, Hokkaido —

Masaru SUGAWARA

Summary

This paper presents a case study on the characteristics of “Local Paddy-field Vision” and the mean-
ing of systematic response in Kita Village. Results are as follows :

First, regarding the characteristics of “Local Paddy-field Vision” in the village and the trends of
farmers who corresponded to it, stratified analysis showed that the number of farmers with the field
size20ha or more increased, while those with the field smaller thanlOha decreased, both significantly.
Also, the number of designated farmers increased in a short period of time and some farmers even in-
corporated.

Second, I identified the objectives of incorporation and future challenges of the Co-operative Farm
Machinery Contract, a study subject. Incorporation of the subject was made to decrease subsidy reduc-
tion and to secure the income of individual farmers. However, paddy rice farmers still maintain their
individual management style ; efforts are required to encourage the integration of individual farmers
and corporations.

The meanings of systematic response in paddy farming in Minami-sorachi District lie in the pres-

ervation of agricultural land for regional agriculture and the securing of income of individual farmers

through incorporation.
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