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Formation of Short Fruiting Branches on ‘Taiyo’ Plum by Pinching
Kazuyuki HIRAI, Masayoshi SATOU, Noriyuki KANASHIMA and Nobuaki NAKASATOMI
Summary

The plum cultivar ‘Taiyo’ shows strong tree vigor, but fruiting is unstable, being controlled by the weather at
anthesis, so it is necessary to perform artificial pollination, for which it is important to ensure the production of buds.
Primary branches have few buds in comparison with secondary and higher-order branches, so it is essential to increase
the number of higher-order short fruiting branches so as to increase the number of flowers. In trellised ‘Taiyo’ ftrees,
we examined the effect of pinching to promote the formation and maintenance of short fruiting branches on the primary
and higher-order branches. The treatment promoted the formation and maintenance of short fruiting branches at rates
higher than by chance, and the increased number of buds on each lateral branch was associated with an increase in

yield.
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