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(Key Words: Mume, 'Beninomai', Anthocyanin, Organic acid)

Change in the Quality and Harvest Maturity of the Mume Fruit in a
New Cultivar, Beninomai

Masae KITAZUME, Satoru ISHIHARA. Mamoru KOSHIBA and Kazuyuki HIRAI
Summary

A red-colored fruit is characteristic of ‘Beninomai’ . We examined the change in the quality of the Beninomai fruit,
and it was classified into 5 levels of harvest quality, depending on the color of the fruit skin (determined using an
exclusive color chart). The progress of harvest maturity led to increased fruit weight, anthocyanin content, citric acid
level, and brix; decreased malic acid level and moisture content; and reduced fruit hardness. The anthocyanin content
on cyanidin 3-glucoside equivalent per gram of fresh weight increased from 0.02 mg to 1-0.65 mg of color chart value
5. It was thought that the fruits with color chart value of 4 or more were suitable for processes that made the best use

of the red color of fruits because these fruits were large, had high anthocyanin content.
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