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DIFFERENTIATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF FLOWER BUDS
IN LAVENDER (LAVANDULA OFFICINALIS CHAIX.)

By Yaichiro Masuo, Hiroyasu SATO and Yoshitomo Sai
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Résumé

Two commercial varieties of lavender, “ YOTEL’
?

ICHE R 8 96 B

the early flowering type with light purple {lowers,
and [Okamurasaki|, the medium flowering type with
dark purple flowers, were used in this experiment to
study external morphology, differentiation and the de
velopment of flower buds,

In order to make clear ohservations of the deve-
lopmental behaviour of the floral organs, development
was divided into ten stages from floral primordium
differentiation to blooming.

Differentiation of flower buds in the [Yotei | began
early in May, and the flowers bloomed in early July.
In all, it took two months from differentiation to blo-
oming. In the [Okamurasaki| buds were initiated
two weeks later than those of [Yotei], but bloomed
only a week later due to more rapid development from
the pollen meiosis stage to blooming.

Formation of the calyx, which is closely connected
with yields of refined oil, was initiated a month after
the floral primordium differentiation,

Qil glands were observed on every floral organ,
but most abundantly on the calyx and next on the pe-
tals,

Oil gland development tegan a little later than
the differentiation of each organ. The number of ri
pened oil glands increased rapidly until the pollen
meiosis stage, but showed no further increase after
that.
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