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Feology of Bradysia agrestis Sasakawa ( DIPTERA Mycetophilidae)

attacking on taro.

Fumitaka Ikepa , Norimitsu Fukazawa and Yoshiaki Kosavassr

Summary

The taros (Colocasia antiquorum Schott var. esculenta Fngl.) are considerably damaged during
the storage period by the larvae of Bradysia agrestis Sasakawa and Bradysia sp. (DIPTERA).
Severe damages are often occured by B, agrestis. The attacked taros show a rotten condition.

In the field, the adults of B agrestis are to be caught by traps using mushrooms as the bait.
On the other hand, the larvae are found in the leaf stalk (especially in rooten condition) of this
plant, though the population is very low and the damages by B, agrestis are not severe in the
field.

The taros are though to be oviposited by adult insects flying from the neighbouring places
instantly after the harvest.

The oviposition rates increase in parallel with the duration in which the taros are placed in
the open field after the harvest.

The storage period of taros is from December to April. During this period, this 8, agresiis
has one or two generations, In the later part of this period, the temperature gradually aproach-

es to the damages of this species.
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