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Summary

Nikko-Cho advanced the petitions for establishing Nikké Imperial Park many times to
the Imperial Diet. These petitions can be divided into two periods. The first is the
period of petitions in the 27th and the 28th Imperial Diet. The second is the period from
the 45th Imperial Diet to the final establishment Nikks National Park. Petitions for Nikks
Imperial Park weren’t advanced in the interim between two periods. But Nikké city
office has the petitionary documents, which were directly addressed to the Presidents of
both Houses of the Diet and to the Minister of Interior &c., in the interim period.

These obstinate petitions about Imperial Park can be summarized as a policy for the
regional economic build-up.

But the petitions of the second period must be considered as one of nationwide move-
ments for national parks. It was also the process in which the national economic policy
began to attach importance to the modern tourism. ,

Imperial Diet did’'t adopt the petitions in the 27th and the 28th congress. These peti-
tions, which Mayor Nishiyama advanced, were a part of the regional general development
policy of Nikké region. The tide of modern tourism, which Nikké has much to do with,
can be felt in the petitions of the 27th and the 28th Diet. Nikké Imperial Forest Depart-
ment has maintained its forests, which had been planted by Tokugawa Shognate, as Nikks
Imperial Forests. Along with the forests, Hokdkai, an association for protection of Nikks
scenery, has played an important role to preserve the environment of Nikké.

The develpoment of Ashio Copper Mine greatly influenced the tide of modern tourism
in Nikko, Furukawa Mining Company improved roads from Nikkd to Ashio. Nikks
Railroad was constructed from Utsunomiya to Nikké for the transportation of goods in
1890. "And the electric trains run in Nikké in 1910s.

Public parks meant institutions of the modern cities. ' But Imperial Park as a new
category of (public) parks appeared in Nikks with a symbolic meaning of Imperial Nation.
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