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SUMMARY

Isolation of Escherichia coli has been reported among several species of birds including domestic
and feral birds. However, little information is available concerning the occurrence and serotype of
E. coli infection in pet birds.

During the 2 years, from April 1982 to December 1983, we have received 911 pet birds from a pet
bird importer in Aichi Prefecture. The birds were imported from various countries, especially Asia
and Oceania areas, and either moribund or dead within 3 weeks after importation. E. coli was isolated
in pure culture from livers, spleens and lungs of 345 (38%) out of 911 pet birds examined by necropsy.
Of them, 191 strains were tested for OK groups. Thirty-eight strains (209%) were recognized as the
following OK groups : 01 : K15 ; 025 :K1 ; 0119 : K69 ; 0125 : K70 ; 0148 : K@ ; 01 : K1 ; 02 : K1 and
04 : K3. The OK groups were not determined for the remaining strains. Enterotoxigenic E. coli was
not found in 139 strains tested. Of 191 isolates, 155 (819%) were resistant to antibiotics.

The OK groups of E. coli have also been isolated from food-poisoning outbreaks and gast-
roentelitis in man. The significance of E. coli infection of pet birds is discussed.

Res. Bull. Fac. Agr. Gifu. Univ. (49) : 201 —208, 1984.
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