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Effect of sowing time and pinching node on

the growth, fruit set and yield of winter squash

(Cucurbita maxima Duch.)
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Summary

Effect of sowing time, low temperature and short-
day treatment and pinching node on the growth,
fruit set and yield of winter squash (C. maxima
Duch.) was investigated to obtain marketable
fruits and maximum yield in the late December.

Plants sown August 5th or 15th showed excessive
vegetative growth and did not bear available female
flowers until the node of 31.1 and 23. 1, respectively.
Although plants sown in August 25th or September
5th borne first available female flowers at the node
of 16.5, cumulative temperature required for harvest
was not enough to obtain fully matured fruits in
plants sown September 5th. Seedlings subjected
to the low temperature (10°C in the night) and
ghort-day treatment (day length of ghrs) borne avail-

able female flowers only from 1 to 5 lower node
These
results suggested that sowing time desirable for the

than that of naturally grown seedlings.

production of mature fruits until middle December
was August 25th. Low temperature and short-day
treatments on the seedlings were also suggested to
be not necessary for practical use.

When plants sown in August 25th were pinched at
various node after emergence of first flower the
average fruit set rate decreased whereas leaf area /
total fruit weight ratio increased according to the
pinching node. These results suggested that most
reasonable pinching node for the maximum yield
was at the node of 25--30.



