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Synopsis

‘Honey Black’ is a large-berried, blue-black colored, seeded table grape
cultivar, released in 1992 by the Akitsu Branch, Fruit Tree Research
Station, MAFF. It resulted from the selfing of ‘Kychou’ in 1972. The vines
are as vigorous as those of ‘Kyohou’. They bear large, winged-conical clus-
ters and very large, short elliptic, blue-black berries. The flesh is inter-
mediate between breakable and meaty. The fruit is very sweet and less acidic.
It has a foxy flavor. The fruit ripens in late August at Akitsu, at the same

time as ‘Kyohou’.

Key words : Vitis, table grape, fruit breeding, new cultivar, tetraploid
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Fig. 1. Pedigree of ‘Honey Black’ grape cultivar.
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Table 1. Tree characteristics of ‘Honey Black’ and ‘Kyohou’ cultivars at Akitsu (1991).

Cultivar Age  Rootstock Vigor Spread lsel:fé?}tl anlrcl)i

. . . Dark

Honey Black 7 Teleki 5BB Vigorous Wide Long brown
Dark

Kyochou 6 Teleki BB Vigorous Wide Long brown
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Table 2. Fruit characteristics of ‘Honey Black’ and ‘Kyohou’ cultivars at
Akitsu (average of 4 years, 1988~1991).

. Date of Cluster Cluster Cluster Berry Berry Skin Separation
Cultivar : of flesh
harvest shape wt. (8) density shape wt. (&) color .
from skin
. Short Blue- Slightly
Honey Black  Aug.28  Conical 313 Low elliptic 10.5 black difficuit
. Short Violet-
Kyohou Aug. 29  Conical 265 Low elligfic 11.6 bllsz Easy
Table 2. (Continued)
) Brix Titr.at‘able Particular  Astrin- Fruit Separation Seeds.”
Cultivar Texture value acidity flavor Kin of berry b
(%) (%) a gency Cracking g, pedicel erry
Honey Black Intermediate’ 23.7 0.48 Foxy None None Easy 1.5
Kyohou Intermediate 18.9 0.46 Foxy None None Easy 1.5

= Intermediate between breakable and meaty.
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Table 3. Flowering time and fruit characteristics of ‘Honey Black’ grape cultivar grown in 30
districts (local adaptability tests, average of 3 years, 1989-1991).

District full bloom:  Shatiering  JSSEY e color cracking
Aomori July 8* Severe 171 Low Bvli‘t)elgl{a)f:cf{r None
Iwate June 26 Medium 244 Medium Bvlilfkglﬁfgcﬁr None
Miyagi June 18 Medium 229 Medium B‘}iltﬁglﬁfgcﬁr None
Akita June 22 Severe 199 Low Bvli"iﬁebtl%f;{cﬁr Xftrlg
Yamagata June 14 Medium 383 Medium Bvlﬁ)el;l%f;{cﬁr None
Ibaraki June 67 Light 325 Medium ~ Blue black or None
Tokyo June 4 Severe 321 Low Bvli"éﬁglﬁfgcﬁr None
Kanagawa June 4 Medium 223 ISéightly B‘}ﬁ)‘iglﬁfgcﬁr None
Yamanashi June 3 Light 392 Medium  Dhue black or None
Nagano-1¥ June 13 Medium 388 ISgightly Bvliliﬁglﬁfgcﬁr None
Nagano-2" June 20 Medium 269 Medium B‘}ﬁjﬁglﬂf;‘cﬁr None
Niigata June 14 Medium 349 Medium B‘}i‘:ﬁgl%f;{cﬁr None
Toyama June 8 Medium 323 Medium }i};ﬁgl%ﬁ{cﬁr None
Ishikawa June 6 Medium 391 Medium %ﬁ)ﬁglﬁf;{cﬁr None
Aichi June 3 Medium 344 Medium ~ Blue black or Little
Mie June 8 Light 347 E}ﬁhﬂy Blue black or None
Kyoto May 31¢ Light 205 lséi}ghﬂy Bvlil‘éﬁ(gl%fgcﬁr None
Osaka June 1 Medium 233 Slightly  Blue black or yery
Nara May 26 Medium 260 Medium ~ Blug black or None
Hyogo June 7 Medium 273 Medium Bvlilf:ieglﬁfgcﬂr None
Tottori June 4 Medium 227 Medium Bvlil.z)elebtl%f;{cﬁr None
Okayama June 3 Severe 210 Low E{!ﬁﬁgl%fgcﬁr None
Hiroshima June § Severe 324 Medium Bvliliﬁglﬁfgcﬁr None
Yamaguchi June 6 Medium 217 Medium Bvliliﬁglﬁlcfcﬁr None
Kagawa June 4 Light 349 Medium B‘}i“(‘)ekgl%f:cir None
Kochi May 24 Severe 283 Medium Bvli‘éﬁftlﬁf;‘cﬁr None
Fukuoka June 4 Light 327 Medium Bvlilfﬁ;l%lc:cﬁr None
Kumamoto May 25 Medium 307 E%ig%lhtly Bvli‘i)elgl%f;{cir None
Oita May 28 Medium 345 Medium Bvlﬂﬁstlﬁfgcﬁr None
Kagoshima® May 20 Light 269 Medium %}ﬁﬁe&l%fgcﬁr Xfﬁg
Average 293

* Average of 4 years (1988-1991). ¥ Average of 3 years (1988-1990).

*Skin color was classified in the following categories : blue-black or violet-black, red, violet-red,
red-gray or red-brown, rose, greenish yellow or whitish yellow.

*Suzaka. ¥ Shiojiri.



UWHRS . 7 F o HalE ‘Hh=—7F v o’ 31

Table 4. Harvest date and fruit characteristics of ‘Honey Black’ and ‘Kyochou’ grape cultivars
grown in 30 districts (local adaptability test).

District Harvest date® Berry wt. (8)F Brix value (%)~
H.B.Y Kyohou H.B.Y Kyohou H. B.” Kyohou

Aomori Oct. 15% Oct. 15% 9.2v 10.2¥ 18.7 16.2
Iwate Sept. 25 Oct. 9 9.8 9.8 20.7 15.3
Miyagi Sept. 23 Sept. 24 9.7 10.4 19.5 16.9
Akita Sept. 30 Oct. 12 10.4 11.3 20.5 17.0
Yamagata Sept. 13 Sept. 20 1.3 12.4 21.1 18.9
Ibaraki Sept. 12¥ Sept. TV 11.9¥ 13.27 18.6” 17.3¥
Tokyo Sept. 6 Sept. 12 8.8 12.2 17.9 17.6
Kanagawa Sept. 1 Sept. 2 8.3 10.5 18.2 17.4

Yamanashi Sept. 1 Aug. 29 10.2 11.2 20.2 171

Nagano-1* Sept. 5 Sept. 15 10.0 11.7 20.6 19.0
Nagano-2* Sept. 23 Oct. 2 10.0 11.5 20.1 20.3
Niigata Sept. 4 Sept. 20 9.6 10.1 19.8 16.9
Toyama Aug. 28 Sept. 4 10.4 12.6 20.6 19.7
Ishikawa Aug. 26 Aug. 29 10.0 10.8 20.7 191

Aichi Late Aug.  Late Aug. 8.5 8.1 19.8 16.8
Mie Sept. 10 Sept. 10 10.8 11.6 20.8 17.9
Kyoto Sept. 4% Sept. 10¥ 9.0¥ 13.2¥ 21.4Y 18.6"
Osaka Aug. 18 Aug. 20 7.9 9.7 19.6 16.6
Nara Aug. 26 Aug. 27 10.8 11.9 21.3 18.8
Hyogo Aug. 29 Aug. 29 10.4° 11.47 23.6 18.5"
Tottori Aug. 30 Sept. 4 10.5" 10.8 18.3" 14.7
Okayama Sept. 3 Sept. 7 11.2 11.6 24.0 18.1

Hiroshima Aug. 28 Aug. 29 10.8 11.3 23.4 18.4
Yamaguchi Sept. 6 - 9.0 - 20.7 -

Kagawa Aug. 22 Aug. 30 9.8 10.5 18.9 16.2
Kochi Aug. 22 Aug. 23 9.9 10.6 20.5 17.3
Fukuoka Sept. 6 Sept. 3 9.9 11.9 21.0 19.1

Kumamoto Aug. 22 Aug. 247 9.6 - 21.9 20.9
Oita Aug. 20 Aug. 24 10.4 11.7 20.2 17.8
Kagoshima Sept. 18" Sept. 18% 9.9¥ 10.9” 21.8" 19.9¥
Average Sept. 5 Sept. 9 9.9 11.2 20.5 17.9

* Average of 4 years (1988-1991). ¥ Honey Black.
* Average of 3 years (1989-1991). ¥ Average of 3 years (1988-1990).

¥ Average of 2 years (1989 and 1990). ¢ Suzaka. * Shiojiri.
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New Grape Cultivar ‘Honey Black’™"

Hiroyasu YAMANE, Akio KURIHARA"™?, Masahiko YAMADA,
Kenji NAGATA"®, Katsuichi YOSHINAGA™, Ryoji MATSUMOTO™?,
late Teruo KisHI"®, Toshiharu OZAWA’’, Toshiaki SUMI™®,
Toshio HIRABAYASHI'®, Manami KAKUTANI™, Akihiko SATO
and Nobuyuki HIRAKAWA

Akitsu Branch, Fruit Tree Research Station
Akitsu, Hiroshima 729-24, Japan

Summary

‘Honey Black’, a new table grape cultivar, has been released by the Akitsu Branch, Fruit
Tree Research Station, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. This cultivar resulted
from the selfing of ‘Kyohou’ in 1972 (Fig. 1). ‘Honey Black’ was selected and propagated in
1976, and has been subjected to adaptability tests at 34 locations in Japan.

Major advantages of ‘Honey Black’ are as follows : large berries, high sugar content and
deep blue-black skin color. Fruit ripens in late August at Akitsu, at the same time as

‘Kyohou’.

T 1 Received for publication May 29, 1992. Contribution No. E-149 of the Fruit Tree Research
Station

T 2 Present address : The Fruit Tree Research Project in Uruguay, INIA, Estacion Experimental
“Las Brujas”, Canelones, Uruguay

1t 3 Present address : Research Planning and Coordination Division, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305

t 4 Present address : Kuchinotsu Branch, Kuchinotsu, Nagasaki 859-25

t 5 Present address : Institute of Horticulture, Fukuoka Agricultural Research Center, Chikushino,
Fukuoka 818

T 6 Deceased

T 7 Present address : Yamanashi Fruit Tree Experiment Station, Yamanashi, Yamanashi 405

1 8 Present address : Agricultural Administration Department, Fukuoka Prefectural Government,
Fukuoka, Fukuoka 812

T 9 Present address : Department of Cell Biology, National Institute of Agrobiological Resources,
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305

T10 Retired
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The fruit clusters of ‘Honey Black’ are winged-conical in shape with a loose berry set. How-
ever, 300-350 g of conical clusters can be obtained at harvest by trimming just before the
full bloom. The berries are very large, weigh 10g on the average, are short elliptic, and blue-
black in color with heavy bloom at maturity. The fruit skin is as thick as that of ‘Kyohou’, and
is more adherent to the flesh compared with ‘Kyohou’. The flesh texture is intermediate
between breakable and meaty. Sugar content of juice (Brix value) ranges from 18 to 23%, being
higher than that of ‘Kyohou’, and the titratable acidity ranges from 0.4 to 0.6%. The fruit has
a foxy flavor. Seed number per berry ranges from 1 to 2, as in the case of ‘Kyohou’.

The vines of ‘Honey Black’ are as vigorous as those of ‘Kyohou’. The leaves are medium-
sized and five lobed. The flowers are perfect. They are more resistant to downy and powdery
mildews and anthracnose than vinifera table grape cultivars. The cold hardiness is medium,
similar to that of ‘Kyohou’.

‘Honey Black’ is adapted to the temperate regions of Japan, south of the Tohoku district,
and especially recommended for the Tohoku district where the quality of ‘Kychou’ fruit is poor
due to the low temperature for maturing, and a part of the southwestern region in Japan where
the coloring of ‘Kyochou’ fruit is insufficient due to the high temperature in the maturing

period.
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Fig. 2. Fruit-bearing shoots (top) and fruit (bottom) of ‘Honey Black’ grape cultivar.
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