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Mass Outbreak of Necrotic Enteritis of Newborn Piglets Caused
by Clostridium perfringens type C on a Pig Farm
Yoshiko Oxazaxr*, Mikio INAGE, Isao IwaBucHi, Tatsuro Suzuki, Nozomi Oxapa,
Kazuo WartanaBe and Teruji YAMAMOTO
* Institute of Animal Health, Chiba Prefecture, Sakura-shi, Chiba-ken 285, Japan

SUMMARY

Four hundred three (20%) out of 2012 piglets died during the January-March period of 1990 on a pig farm
in Chiba Prefecture. The disease almost exclusively affected newborn piglets within the 1st week of life, espe-
cially in the first 3 days. Main .clinical signs were mucohemorrhagic diarrhea and dehydration. Autopsy
revealed hemorrhagic enteritis in the small intestine, particulary in the jejunum, showing necrosis and hemor-
rhage. Clostridium perfringens was isolated from all the intestines tested on the order of 107 to 102 CFU/g.
Toxins detected in the intestinal contents of three piglets and in bacterial cultures were of C. perfringens
type C. The isolates were highly sensitive to penicillin and ampicillin.
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