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Historical Significance of Land Reform in Japan:

from the viewpoint of comparative study

Kimio Noda (Kyoto University)

1) East Asia and East Europe are two major areas
where small scale farmers had been created by
dividing large scale land ownership.

2) In East Europe where the large scale farm
management had been dominant, the land reform had
destroyed the traditional farm management and pro-
ductivity and it had necessitated the other ad-

justments of creating group farming just after the

land reform. But in East Asia where small scale
management had been prevailing, the small scale land
ownership created by land reform has become prevail-

ing as own land farming system.

3) It was Japan that the land reform had function-
ed most efficiently as the policy to enforce the small
scale management among East Asia. It was due to
the conditions of (1) the managerial and political
growth of the small scale farmers group, (2) ap-
pearance of agricultural policy makers who had aimed
to implement the land reform, and (3) combination of
land reform plan and productivity enhancement sche-
me under the war time regime.
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Land reform and development of legal system for agricultural land

Shunsaku Sekiya (Agriculture Policy Research Association)

Fifty years have passed sincé the start of the land
reform, which was aimed at creating owner-farmers.
After the reform, about 909 of agricultural land was
owned by farmers, while farm-sizes remained same or
rather smaller compared with these before the reform.

To preserve the results of the reform, Agricultural
Land Law was enacted in 1952, establishing
systematic control over transfer of rights, alteration,
ownership of leased land, owner-tenant relations and
farm rents of agricultural land. From 1962 to 1993,
legal system for agricultural land has remarkably
changed. In order to promote leasing of agricultural
land, control over owner-tenant relations and farm
rents was relaxed, and a new system for promoting
fixed-term lease and other transfer of rights was

introduced.

Meanwhile, a large part of owner-farmers sold or
leased all or most of their land because of their old age
or getting other jobs. The other part of owner-
farmerslenlarged their farm-sizes mainly by leasing
land thus delivered. These changes, especially pro-
gress of land lease, have been accelarated by legisla-
tions and village movements, as needed for ameliora-
tion of farm structures.

Today, legal system for agricultural land sets the

‘conditons for enlargement of farm-sizes by people

engaged in farming works, permitting acquisition or
taking on lease only to such people or coporations
managed mainly by such people.
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