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High Quality Standards of Alstroemeria in the Marketplace
Kazuhiro YAMAMOTO and Takashi OHNO
Summary

The current issues of flower growers are producing high quality flowers satisfying
retailer-consumers needs on the one hand, and differentiating their own products
through establishing their own bland names on the other.

In this study author elucidated the crucial quality components of cut flowers
to meet high quality standards in the marketplace. Alstroemeria dealt at Matsu-
yama flowers market was chosen as the case of this study.

The standard two-sample t-test and Quantification theory (type 1) were
employed in order to detect the factors affecting the price differences of the
flower. The author classified various factors supposedly affecting the price into
six categories as follows; (1) basic quality, (2) additional characteristics, (3)
flowers market (4) timing of sales, (5) variety, and (6) grades. The study showed
that the basic quality of alstroemeria was the most crucial determinant of the
price, when other factors, such as additional characteristics, flowers market,
timing of sales, variety and grades, were controlled.

The result implied that the quality of Alstroemeria as 2L-excellent-class was
strongly related to length of peduncle, weight of cut flower, vase life, number
of the leaf, length of neck, and keeping quality of leaf.
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