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Seasonal Abundance of the Hunting Billbug, Sphenophorus
venatus vestitus, on the Turf Ground in Hyogo Prefecture.

Hisanori TANAKA, Satosi 'KOUNO-, Tosiharu Hirosg, Kiyotomo FuTar,

Tosikazu ApaTi, Kenichi YAMAsITA and Junya YASE

Summary

Seasonal Abundance of S. venatus vestitus by pitfall trap, population in the soil and turf-

~ damage, and control timing were investigated.

1 From pitfall trap sensus, two peaks in S. venatus vestitus population were observed from
late April to mid May and from late May to early June. The first peak and the second peak
seemed to be composed of overwintered adults and newly-emerged adults orlgmatmg from’

over wintered mature larvae, respectively.

2 Larvae occurred, causing the first population peak from late June to mld-July. and some
damage to turfgrass appeared in the dry season from late July to August. The second popu-
lation peak and damage was from late September to October

3  The area of turf damaged expanded from October to November causing the second popu-
. lation peak. The larvae seemd to stop feeding and to move under the ground for winter.

4. The appropriate control timing of S. venatus vestitus was considered to be late April to
early May for overwintered adults, and late May to early June for newly-emerged adults,

.and late June to early July for larvae
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