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Summary

In February 1995, abnormalities showing thin-shelled, discolored eggs and decreased egg
production were noted on a farm raising about 4,600 layer chickens on litter floors in our district.
EDS-76 virus was isolated from the uterus of hens showing these abnormalities. The case was
diagnosed as (EDS-76) from the results of virus isolation by organ and cell culture methods, and
other findings. The condemnations at the early stage of outbreak were considered as best to
prevent the disease. However, it was impractical as the cost was too great for the farm since the
disease spread rapidly. Therefore, improvement of environmental hygenic conditions and the
introduction of pullets inoculated with EDS-76 vaccine were recommnded. The antibody survey
was conducted among six layer farms in our district owing to the first outbreak in Wakayama.
On three farms, chickens introducted from the same breeding farm as this case were not found to
have any antibodies. On these farms, where inoculation with EDS~76 vaccine was conducted, the
outbreak has not appeared until now.

(J. Jpn. Soc. Poult. Dis, 33, 210-214, 1997)
Key word : EDS-76, laying hens, litter floor, organ culture, virus isolation
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