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The Study of the Encouragement for the Environmental Preservation Functions of
Paddy Field Farming in Rice Terraces by Introduced of the Ownership System :
A Case Study of Obasute Area, Kosyoku City, Nagano Prefecture

Mitsuhiro TeraucHI (Tokyo University of Agriculture)

Rice terraces are defined as paddy fields that developed on the slopes of hilly and mountainous areas.
In rice terraces, the function of agriculture production that estimated the labor and land productivity is
very low, but the function of environmental preservation is very high. However, shortage of labor and
successors among rice farmers are causing an increase in abandoned cultivated rice terrace land. In
recent years, function of environmental preservation is decreasing for that reason.

This study is aimed to encourage the function of environmental preservation of paddy field farming
in rice terraces by introduced of the ownership system. Ownership system is an effective project to
encourage the function of environmental preservation of rice terraces. This is a case study of Obasute
Area, Kosyoku City, Nagano Prefecture. The rice terraces in Obasute area, Kosyoku city are very famous
as well-known “tagoto-no-tuki” which means moon in every rice field. They have been developed in
mountainous areas at a height of 370 to 550 meters near Mt. Obasute. The landscape of rice terraces in

Obaste area is excellent.
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