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Development of composted bark production and its present situation
Mitsuhiro NOSE *
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F—TJ— KBTS, ST F oy S, = - S, AR

This study aims lo grasp the present situation of composted bark production, and find out factors of expansion. In addition to
the literature survey, interviews were carried out with composted bark producers. Bark was originally special forest product of
which, however, most has gone to waste because of its large quantity discharge. Having difficulty in disposing it, paper mills, chip
mills and sawmills set up a joint company to produce compost made from bark. In the beginning period, composted bark was mainly
for agricultural use, and it has been put to wider use as man-made slope planting. Bark was made from foreign coniferous timber
and domestic broad-leaved timber, but domestic coniferous timber was scarcely used. The nitrogen source, to be mixed with bark,
was usually chicken manure, but recently food processing wastes is replacing it. Most of production is used for man-made slope
planting and agriculture, however producers have increased the products of horticultural composted bark because of the reduction of
public enterprise, and has expanded the composted bark production to cope with the increase of its demand.

Key words: sawmill, pulp and chip mill, bark, composted bark, man-made slope planting
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Fig.1. Manufacturing process of composted bark
Source: Based on Kawada (1981)
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Fig.2. The number of producers and the amount of com-
posted bark production

(1995), Data from
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Source: Kurihara Ministry of
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Fig.3. The amount of orders received construction on

man-made slope planting

Source: Hanasaki (1998)

Note: Sun of 36 companies belong to Japan Rock Planting

Association.
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J ROSBEHHET  AKHES 1993 11 29, 000
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2) BRHWB LEERE OB,

Table.1. Outline of producers
Source: Hearing research

Note: 1)Beginning year of composted bark production.
2)Total of office workers and operators.
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Table.2. The amount of purchased bark and its contents

Source: Same with Table.1.

Note: 1)The figure of parenthesis is the number of receipt.

2)x means free of charge.
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Table.3. Receipt of nitrogen source and production of compost

Source: Same with Table.1.

Note: 1)Take free of charge from drink factory.
2) x means free of charge and — means getting disposal fee.
3)The figure of parenthesis is period for composted bark production used for

agriculture,
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D 19.4 1993 98 A 0 W

E 5.0 1994 75 25 Bidn

F o 13.0 1994 71 23 0 MW
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H 13.0 1994 50 30 20 #ain

I 36. 6 1995 80 5 15 fam

J 6.3 1995 98 2 0 #in
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Table.4. Sales of composted bark

Source: Same with Table.1.

Note: 1)The sum of man-made slope planting and plant at parks.
3)Trends in last several years.
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