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Valuing Public Benefits from
Agriculture in Hokkaido

Katsuhiko DEMURA + Kazuo SaTo - Hiroyuki IwAMOTO

Summary

The purpose of this paper is to evaluate public benefits from agricultural production in Hokkaido.
Hokkaido belongs to a cool temperate zone, and as a result, its agriculture is different from the other
parts of Japan. Rural amenities of this area may affect not only residents in Hokkaido but also non-
residents. We conducted double-bounded dichotomous choice contingent valuation surveys in Hokkaido
and in other parts of Japan to determine households’ willingness to pay (WTP) for maintaining amenities of
rural areas in Hokkaido.

The surveys concluded that aggregate WTP is about five hundred bilion yen per year, and about

ninety percent of this amount is WTP of people living in other parts of Japan.
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