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New Japanese Plum Cultivar ‘Honey Heart’

Masami YAMAGUCHI, Masao Y0sHIDA, Hidetoshi KyoTaNi,
Yuri NAKAMURA, Kouichi NISHIMURA, Takashi HaJi, Masanori MIYAKE

Department of Breeding, National Institute of Fruit Tree Science
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8605, Japan

Synopsis

‘Honey Heart’ is a new Japanese plum (Prunus salicina Lind.)
cultivar released by the National Institute of Fruit Tree Science, Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries in 1995. ‘Honey Heart’ was
developed from the seedlings of ‘Sordum’ X ‘Nishida’ to improve the
fruit quality of mid-season maturing cultivars. The trees are moderately

vigorous and spreading. Fruit development period of ‘Honey Heart’ is
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about 110 days. It matures about one week earlier than ‘Sordum’ and
almost the same season with ‘Santa Rosa’. The trees are self-incompatible,
and resistant to stem canker caused by Xanthomonas campestris pv.
pruni.

The fruit is large, round, attractive, with a reddish purple blush.
The flesh is deep red, juicy with a relatively high sugar content and low
acidity. The fruit quality is good. The cultivar is recommended for

commercial cultivation throughout the plum-growing areas in Japan.

Key words : Prunus salicina, Japanese plum, new cultivar, fruit breeding
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PakfE— (1988~1992), +8F & (1991~1995), fEHIEZ (1992~1993), ==E1EH] (1993~1995),
AEEL (1993~1995)

Sordum

Honey Heart

Nishida

Fig. 1. Pedigree of the ‘Honey Heart’ plum cultivar.
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FREOEZS K& o1z, Thid, AFEORASS O FEEEIC SNTREL, Fitkn%H
FREPVICIEVETDOEELBERTH 3 LB bk, SEEROFEAE GENEBERESREBREE
AT, ERERERBIEERE, WTNOBERTHDEL -,

(2) HREDHH

BRI KR O R B RE RERE MR AT 2 8 1 5 RIEFME % Table 21, SHEICBD % FFHiER
% Table 312, J\AAMORESE, BIFRES X ORI pH 0T % Table 4128 L 72,
BHRRHIC B 2 REFFHAE RS &, BREGHE CREREARORH A O F M IcELT 2, 1§
HiIEFPPE, EIRPEE, BOROBIIMATH -7z, BEOHORIERFETH 545, WH
D 2 EERFD S RAAA I EEoZEONEN, BRREIECHTIEBELY, RALEKICH
REORANEKS., FMoFEER ‘vays LREEEVL. RRABRBHET RROBROH#
TTEEBICRANOHEMNBEL LY, TRRTERREELS (Fig. 3, 4). BRI ‘v sy
L0 b, HEGHEIRTFTH S, BRBHICPDNL, ABRPOEETSHTES. BE
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Table1l. Tree characteristics of ‘Honey Heart’ plum (1994).
S . Tree Number Number of Physiological
District Cultivar Shape Vigor of spurs flower buds fruit drop
Honey Heart Spreading Moderate Many Many Moderate
Miyagi
Sordum Spreading Moderate Many Many Moderate
; Relatively Relatively Relatively
Honey Heart Spreading high many many Low
Yamagata
. Relatively Relatively .
Sordum Spreading Moderate many many Low
. . . Relatively
Honey Heart Spreading High Many Many low
Tsukuba Slighl
ightly Relatively Relatively
Sordum spreading Low many many Moderate
Slightly Relatively Relatively
Honey Heart spreading high many Many Low
Gunma Shiehtl
Slightly Relatively .
Sordum spreading high Many Many Low
Honey Heart Intermediate Moderate Many Many Negligible
Yamanashi
Sordum Spreading Moderate Many Many Negligible
Honey Heart Intermediate Relﬁfé;ely Average Many Low
Wakayama
Sordum Spreading Moderate Average Many Low
Honey Heart s;sal:(eg;];ilr}\,g Moderate Few Average Low
Kagawa”
Sordum Spreading Moderate Many Average Low
Slightly Relatively
Honey Heart spreading Moderate many Many Low
Ehime
Sordum Spreading Moderate Many Many Low
Honey Heart TG? Moderate Many Reéla;rxl;ely Reﬁiagt}llvely
Fukuoka
Relatively Relatively Relatively
Sordum TG? Moderate many many high
Honey Heart TG* Moderate Average Average Low
Kumamoto
2 Relatively Relatively .
Sordum TG Moderate many many Low
Honey Heart Spreading Moderate Average Rer;a;;\;ely Negligible
Oita )
Sordum Spreading Relﬁité‘}’le]y Many Many Negligible

2TG :Top Grafting,”: Data of 1583,
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Table 2. Fruit characterisitics of ‘Honey Heart’ plum (1994).
C . . . Fruit gkin Fruit flesh
District Cultivar Shape Uniformity Skin color Bloom Cracking Color Texture Juiciness
Honey Heart  Round Good %fl‘i‘;‘lih Thick Litle  D°P Fine  High
Miyagi
Sordum Round Good Red Thick Little Red Fine High
Honey Heart ~ Round ~ eatively %i‘ﬁzh Thick  No cracking %P Medium  High
Yamagata . .
Sordum Round ~"OUYEY  Red  Thick No cracking Red SUEMMY  High
tivel Reddish . . D Slight]. .
Honey Heart Round cha)olge y p‘ﬁ‘gllz Thick  No cracking rze:ip lfg;n; Y High
Tsukuba ) )
Sordum Round Good %ﬁigﬁh Thick  No cracking Red Sl]fgi;l;ly High
Honey Heart Round Good plare;fe Thick Little Red Fine High
Gunma ]
Sordum Round Good Reddish  pp;op  No cracking Red  Fine  High
purple
. Reddish . . . .
Honey Heart Round Good purple Thick No cracking Red Medium High
Yamanashi )
Sordum Round Good F;i‘igllzh Thick  No cracking Drigp Fine Medium
Honey Heart 51?;33 Reglgglgely %fﬁgllih Thick  No cracking Dri%p Medium  Medium
Wakayama )
Sordum Sl?;lgg Medium %ﬁiﬁh Thick  No cracking Red Fine High
Honey Heart Round Good iﬁ‘g‘lﬁh Thick  No cracking ]?-Z?ip Medium  High
Kagawa’® ]
Sordum Round  Medium I;fl‘if,‘lzh Thick No cracking Red  Fine  High
Honey Heart Round Medium %ﬁ;ﬁh Thick  No cracking Drf:jp Fine High
Ehime .
Sordum Round Good %3%%112}1 Thick  No cracking Drzfip Fine High
Honey Heart 5]?;;&3 Medium %ﬁgﬁh Thick Low Dr':flp Medium Medium
Fukuoka R d Relativel Reddish D
oun elatively eddis . eep .
Sordum elliptic good purple Thick Low red Medium  Low
| Round Relatively Reddish . . Slightly Relatively
Honey Heart elliptic poor purple Thick Little Red COArse high
Kumamoto )
Sordum Round Good Purrel;:jhs}‘ Thick  No cracking Dr:ip Fine High
Round . Reddish . . Deep  Slightly .
Honey Heart elliptic Medium purple Thick High red e Medium
Oita ) )
Sordum Round Rzlzglélely I;?S_gl]zh Thick Moderate Red Fine Medium

? :Data of 1993.
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Table 3. Fruit quality of ‘Honey Heart’ plum (1993).

sopr : Brix. . Fruit Keeping Stone Overall
District Cultivar (9%) pH Astringency Aroma quality  quality Adherence Size evaluation®
Honey Heart 123 3.5 Ast,ﬁl‘;emy Low  Excellnt - Cling Small O
Miyagi
Sordum 135 3.2 AstrIi\xllcéency No aroma  Excellent - Cling Small -
Honey Heart 13.8 3.9 AstrIi\rlxogency Low Good Medium Cling Small @
Yamagata
Sordum 144 36 AstrIi\:xcg);ency Medium Good Medium  Cling Medium ~—
No ; Slightly
Honey Heart 11,7 4.2 Astringency Low Good Good Cling small
Tsukuba
Sordum 113 35 Little Low Good Good Cling Medium —
N . . .
Honey Heart 121 43 Astrin(;ency Low Fair - Cling Medium O
Gunma
N . . .
Sordum 11.0 4.1 Astrinc;;ency Low Fair - Cling Medium —
Honey Heart 17.3 4.1 Astr?rlxgency Low Fair Medium Cling Medium O
Yamanashi
Sordum 158 3.8 AstrIi\rIxcéency Low Good Medium  Cling Medium
Honey Heart 146 3.8 Astrliicgi‘ency No aroma Good Reé‘lgghvely Cling Small O
Wakayama
Sordum 172 4.1 AstrIi\:x(;ency No aroma Fair Medium  Cling Medium —
Honey Heart 121 34 AstrIi\xI:Zency No aroma  Excellent Good Cling S;if]ghly A
Kagawa®
N . .
Sordum 131 30 Astrinc;rency Medium Excellent Good Cling Large -
No .
Honey Heart 145 44 No aroma  Excellent Good Cling .
Astringency Medivm  ©
Ehime
No Relatively : . _
Sordum 14.9 3.6 Astringency No aroma  Excellent good Cling Medium
Honey Heart 12.7 - Ast rliiogency No aroma Good Medium  Cling Meium ©
Fukuoka
No . . . _
Sordum 13.0 - Astringency Low Poor Medium  Cling Medium
Honey Heart 11.7 3.7 Astrli\l!lcée ney No aroma Good Rzlgghvely Cling Medium O
Kumamoto '
N Realtivel . .
Sordum 122 36 Astrinic);ency No aroma Good ]e;:)é;vey Cling Medium —
Honey Heart 13.2 3.3 Astrli\rllcéency No aroma Good Medium  Cling Medium ©
Oita
Sordum 16.0 35 AstrIi\ilcéency No aroma Good - Cling Medium —

2© : Promising, O : Relatively promising, A : Pending, X : Not promising
7 : Data of 1993.
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Table4. Fruit weight, Brix value and pH of ‘Honey Heart’ and ‘Sordum’ in
various districts (average 1988-1993).

o ) Fruit weight Brix value pH of juice
District Cultivar (@ (%)
Miyagi Honey Heart 69.0 11.9 3.49
Sordum 859 11.1 3.23
Yamagata Honey Heart 92.6 13.2 3.65
Sordum 97.9 13.4 3.37
Tsukuba Honey Heart 85.1 12.1 3.93
Sordum 97.1 12.0 3.56
Gﬁnma Honey Heart 86.2 13.1 4.23
Sordum 97.1 13.1 4.01
Saitama Honey Heart 67.0 11.8 3.70
Sordum 93.6 13.0 4.10
Yamanashi Honey Heart 83.3 14.4 4,09
Sordum 104.5 14.6 4.03
Nagano Honey Heart 83.0 15.3 3.50
Sordum 97.5 14.8 3.50
Wakayama Honey Heart 81.3 13.6 4.26
Sordum 85.0 15.0 4.30
Hiroshima Honey Heart 90.6 15.1 3.70
Sordum 108.1 12.8 4.00
Tottori Honey Heart 58.1 11.9 -
Kagawa Honey Heart 91.5 14.3 3.47
Sordum 97.2 13.6 3.30
Ehime Honey Heart 100.6 11.9 3.97
Sordum 95.6 12.4 3.61
Fukuoka Honey Heart 77.2 11.6 3.83
Sordum 102.3 11.4 3.58
Kumamoto Honey Heart 80.6 11.8 3.56
Sordum 98.9 125 3.55
Oita Honey Heart 73.0 12.3 3.256
Sordum 94.1 14.0 3.22
Average Honey Heart 81.3 13.0 3.76

Sordum 96.8 13.1 3.67
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District

Cultivar

Flowering time*

Ripening time”

Fruit development

March April May June July August period (days)
Honey Heart 117
Miyagi
Sordum [ ] 119
O ) B S S S
Honey Heart W 106
Yamagata
Sordum L 109
T I T T T T T
Honey Heart 111
Tsukuba
Sordum [ | 113
T T T T T T T ]
Honey Heart m 109
Gunma
Sordum [ 107
T T T T T T [ T T 7
Honey Heart 103
Saitama
Sordum [ ] 116
N S S U W N S N S |
Honey Heart W 113
Yamanashi
Sordum [ ] 112
S S ) S S I B |
Honey Heart 108
Nagano
Sordum [ 114
) I | T T T T I |
Honey Heart 111
Wakayama
Sordum [ | 112
T T 7 T 7 T T 7
Honey Heart W 122
Hiroshima
Sordum f ] 126
T T T T T T T T T 7
Tottori  Honey Heart I 118
Honey Heart N ——— 12
Kagawa
Sordum [ ] 110
T I I I [ T 1 7 I [
Honey Heart 110
Ehime
Sordum 114
T T 1 T I | T [ I |
Honey Heart W 11
Fukuoka
Sordum | 115
T T T T T I T 1 T I
Honey Heart m 12
Kumamoto
Sordum [ ] 110
T T T T T T T T
Honey Heart W 107
Oita
Sordum } 113
T 7 T T [T T 7
Honey Heart m 11
Average
Sordum [ ] 114
T T T T T [ T
Fig.3 Flowering time, ripening time and fruit development period of ‘Honey Heart’

and ‘Sordum’
Z Average period of full bloom from 1988 to 1993.
v Average time when half of the fruits were havested, from 1988 to 1933
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L. BEONOTHPECBERNPT LI EHARBORXLBRO—>TH 5. BT, Kxsit
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BEAER OGN,
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PPRPEBIMEL > TS, BRHELEICEETIEIHED - 245, MR EMEEABRE L
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DRERFED SNEH -, FRIERERERRE, WREEERRYE, BEEEZRERE,
HFHERBEARG L EThIMICBED ONAMBFEVEOFETH D, KAEBIFEELESAE L
BWEFEEEh TV B,

HRESHERLZOLIPPRET GMAVEC, BRMEMAMOEREE 7. 1, HBEIEIEL
DFEFATHD LWL EEFMEh, 2EHAAFEHELTHY, vy s LEBE O
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REFOLBHPHEINELg T, ‘YAFL DIgltl SRTRPPEL, ‘v yo—+4
LODEPINE P ot MBI K 3 REEOEZZREN/NES , EREEEARE, HEEEZE
XL I UOCENERERBRE T g Kb - @30 E80gRIBOBERLL., 0L
AR U B D & THENE— S A Z S OREZRBETE S I ELHASLIC - 1.

Bt REO 2B EEEIR13.0%T, ‘v Lys D13.1% & BFEEBETHD, Hrio—
¥ RO B1IBROFELI Lk, BACL O VPEEEICERS S 60D, F1E12%H 5 15% &
WWBIE-TW3, BREPH B2AKDOFHTHBE3.76T ‘v yFs IH01HA Y FELE -
TWAEY, BN A2 L2 OBRTAREBER ‘YA FL BLY Yrio—4 0l 5NT
=V pH OfEERL, AREOBKSDHEVI EBRERSNL, PEokH i, ARER vy
& BRAOHWERL, BEIEX Y vyL, brso—4 kDB, BRMBIFTH ST
EDBBH ST - 72,

(3)  BASEI B R

Fig. 3 (CIBER I D BAEREE, RN URAH KO FEME AR Lz, BRI I SRR LR
BinT4 H18H, IWBRTEERBRE T4 H2BHL Y, thooliiitid ‘v ya SN
DEFED ONE -1 —F, BWKESRERRE, BHEERERRE, 5L 0MKLER&
REHABEACI G LB OB T 3 st 281, ‘v vy s LoMT5HD S 158
MEEORIEMOENSE U, £, KRR I BHKES REE LR BRIt OB T
T, "YAF L OEHATEE>TWVE, SR LT, BHKESRREBE, JLMH 52
Ho—H Tl ARRHEONEERIE v ys OI0REERTEB Y, EHie—Fotgtie v
Fo L ONHEBOENRKRE B IZERSERICED S, Thid, RBEROSEREE TR
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ARELSIIH, VA Fs BIMAEHLTFHIHOERLE->TVWE2H00, EOMAEL L TH
TEHIHM R B B, s EHOZE LThobhikdTHELEEL SN,

(4 REEfnEH

Table S ICARFE L FRDBOKKEMASURBRER L TR L. KRB L TR OGO IXBHIHR
ZRLAOI FHF -2 7L 3T T, BERIOURDEBDTE» >, £, H=—o-—
# EH1THRRO OFEERBB LN, RENGHELEETILHES NI LS, AREOEH
BELTRINSO2RENENTH R I EMERSNL, —F, ‘Y FL, “Hryo—H
RU CKERET LS &, BHTEVEERLAMEShTVAWY, UL, AREEINS3
SRECEBLARRTRVTAH10% 2 50T VEERLBONTED, L OMAEEMNE
WA TH 2 L BHETEN L /2. ARBEOZHHOBRICDVWTRI SICRENPHBET S
rLBbN B,

2. HIGHUES & O FOBEES

AGBEIBERESSHEARELZRCEREEE TOX T e RN THRIESTETH 2. Hicx
ETOBHEONI B MBIIARTH S L3N 2MELHLoMEE TR, ‘Y5 s JHINERSP
PR, BEOLTOWALESELTVWE, FAAGEORREBRIECHIAEREBLILZN, 0D
IO uABEERT I ERERbSEICRUcES coB0I b, XEEOEELKCHEYTH B
EEZ NS,

AGEIEHERAFAGUTHS0T, ZHWOBMMAARAIRTH S, FILHH vrys £ ‘K
A8R4T b HEoFEREBI ORTRVL O, HIESEL, RMMaEEEF> N=—8o—
4 REORFEEZHRE L CRET 2LENH S, HRHEMTIR, FRIEBCLIIALEZR LA
SThsEEINS. £k, BMBEEORFTLEZURLTVOT, BREWEILETH S.

HEBZ TREEIERNED, AKRGABRLENZBAYS L0 T, WIELNEREH L LB 3.4
Ehid B,

Tabled. Cross-compatibility between ‘Honey Heart’ and leading cultivars.

Seed parent Pollen parent Flower number Fruit set (%)
Honey Heart Sordum 86 3 (3.5
Honey Heart Honey Rosa 163 28 (11.2)
Honey Heart Santa Rosa o7 1 (1.8
Honey Heart Oishiwasesumomo 85 2 (2.4
Honey Heart Ozark Premier 238 147 (6L.7)
Oishiwasesumomo Honey Heart 100 14 (14.0)
Santa Rosa Honey Heart 67 8 (119

Sordum Honey Heart 131 51 (38.9)




26 REEBSHE 25 1999

L === BEEEBSCBVT, 93ER vy s s T I 2EBmLTESN
RRMFRE, SEIKS N, 1983 LD ‘REEHES S ORFELTREEE | MEREHE G
BERBRICHA SN, 1995FIH6BAMIT ‘N=—n— EBZENh, ‘TELEKLE
ELTER AFIh BEHECESOTINMET H8AM T TEBBRBESHI05 & L TRES
Fahi,
2. BiBRPvm, MEEHET S FIHOREECLEL, ERRERBERUCTEFOBEE L E
V. ALRBEBHEFT, EREFTAMNEEANEET A -7 FL I T RY N=—o—y
LRIRERAUESHEE SN TV S, BERORAERDEC, BICERBRORERITTH 5.
3. WERME TS gRELLYD, 'VYAFL 0PRSSV, REoHBRGER TH 35,
B L BB VAIRLOEESRARKICEEL, ABEELL., HRORBERIEIEAERON
B, RRREIE NEPPE{REICCHETH L. BiHahENE <, AEbir &
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HICTE 1 EERENEAERE RS, AN, WEETESs ALY, BERTIRT A4 T,
AR T 7 Hepf), fudgil, &NE, @REE, SERRZETs TAdhta &3,
5. WAt E S i g TO % € OFIEHUR CHIENTRETH 2.

51 B X W

1) Zibkift. 1948, ERfEZS L& p.170-188. HE®, HE

2) BWKEARERZERESBIEESH 1997 ¥k 7 EERMBRITIRNTE. p.158-161,

3) ZEER) - N\FEIEHZEH - +8 &« LOED. 199 Fi~ofEERBC L2t RES L UONERER
OEBURIEIMEOBRE. BEEH GEREd).

4) Weinberger, J. H. 1975. Plums. In Advances in Fruit Breeding. Edit. J. Janick and J.N. Moore.
p.336-347. Purdue University Press, West Lafayette, Indiana.

5 (WOEC. 1991 = &€, EEERZESW Y F7 v 2. p.419-429. SIEEE. WAL

6) INCIEC. 1995, RELHE EMEE HNBERE. p.25-75. MEEALEBEREERHS.

T ILOED - EHER - RE%EE - Py - FRE— £/ F - ZFEA. 1998 T2 HSE =
o= REEE#S0.31 1 1-14.

8) WRERSESNERERE. 1973, §6 0% B ) — XM, p.29-40. HEEAILGUE EHEZ
EMIIE Y )



LOS : REEHFREE ~=—rn—} o7

New Japanese Plum Cultivar ‘Honey Heart '

Masami YAMAGUCHI, Masao YosHiDA 12, Hidetoshi Kyorantt?
Yuri NAKAMURA, Kouichi NiISHIMURA T, Takashi HaJi, Masanori Miy AKE '°

Department of Breeding, National Institute of Fruit Tree Science
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8605, Japan

Summary

Japanese plum (Prunus salicina Lind.) is one of the native fruit trees in Japan. There are many
native cultivars in some districts such as Kagoshima Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefecture , and
there may be wide genetic diversities among these native cultivars. But these cultivars have not
been cultivated commercially used as breeding materials. As the relatively small number of
leading cultivars in plum production in Japan, new cultivars with wide variation must be
developed to expand the consumption of plum fruits.

The breeding program for Japanese plum at the National Institute of Fruit Tree Science was
initiated in 1970 to improve the fruit quality and to extend the harvest season. As a result,

‘Honey Rosa’, an early maturing cultivar with high quality was released in 1994.

‘Honey Heart' is a new Japanese plum cultivar released from the National Institute of Fruit
Tree Science, MAFF in 1995. To obtain mid-season cultivars with high-quality fruit cross
pollinated seeds between ‘Sordum’ and ‘Nishida’ were obtained in 1973 at the Fruit Tree
Research Station (Fig.1). ‘Sordum’ is the second cultivar of growing area in Japan, and it

showes very similar fruit characterisitics to ‘Sultan’. ‘Nishida' is a native cultivar in Kagoshima

Prefecture, and it showes firm flesh and deep purple skin. The seedlings were planted in the orchard

of Chiyoda Farm of NIFTS, at Chiyoda, Ibaraki Prefecture in the autumn of 1974 as seedling No.
‘PP-2-12’. The tree started fruiting in 1978, and it was first selected in 1980 as a new candidate.

1 Received for publication 25th, December, 1998. Contribution No.1128 of National Institute of Fruit
Tree Science.

12 Present address : Faculty of Agriculture, Utsunomiya University, Utsunomiya, Tochigi 821-8505,
Japan

3 Present address: Hokkaido Agricultural Research Institute, Toyohiraku, Sapporo 062-8555, Japan

T4 Present address: Yamagata Horticultural Experimental Station, Sagae, Yamagata 991-0043, Japan

5 Present address: Yamanashi Fruit Tree Experimental Station, Yamanashi, Yamanashi 405-0043,
Japan
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Since 1983, the local adaptability tests have been carried out at fifteen experiment stations :
Miyagi Horticultural Experimental Stn., Yamagata Prefectural Horticultural Experiment Stn.,
Yamanashi Fruit Tree Experiment Stn., Nagano Fruit Tree Experiment Stn., Wakayama Fruit
Tree and Horticultural Experiment Stn., Kagawa Prefectural Agricultural Experiment Stn.,
Kumamoto Agricultural Research Center Fruit Tree Experiment Stn. The cultivar was named

‘Honey Heart’ and released as ‘Plum Norin-2" on September 6, 1995, and registered as No.5670
on July 28, 1997 under The Seeds and Seedlings Law of Japan.

The tree is relatively vigorous and spreading. The shoots are relatively numerous, long and
thick with many spurs and flower buds (Table 1, Fig. 2-A). The flower is white, with fertile pollen
but self-incompatible. ‘Ozark Premier’ and ‘Honey Rosa’ are cross compatible with this cultivar
(Table 5). The flowering time is early, one week earlier than in the case of ‘Santa Rosa’. The fruit
matures in mid season, 111 days after full bloom, almost the same season with ‘Santa Rosa' and
one week earlier than that of ‘Sordum’ (Fig.3). The trees are resistant to stem canker caused by
Xanthomonas campestris pv. pruni.

The fruit is large, 80 grams in average. It is almost the same size with ‘Santa Rosa’ , round in
shape, and resistant to cracking. The skin color is greenish yellow with a reddish purple blush,
attractive (Tables 2,3, Fig.2-B, C). The flesh is deep red, relatively firm and slightly fine textured
and juicy, with a clingstone and with relatively good keeping quality. The quality of the fruit is
good with a high sugar content averaging 13 9% soluble solid concentration and low acidity
(Table 4).

The cultivar is recommended for cultivation throughout the Japanese plum-growing areas,
especially in the northeastern region of Japan where the acidity is usually higher than those in

southwestern area.
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Fig.2 Tree shape (A), fruiting branch (B) and fruits (C) of ‘Honey Heart’ plum.
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