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Effects of Top Removal of New Corm on the Corm Yield
and the Corm Shape of Mutant of Taro.

Takashi Morita, Kazuo Kmura, Keiko Kataoka, Takashi Fupano
and Koshiro KAWASE
( Experimental Farm, Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University)

Summary

Two mutants, ‘P51’ (more separable corm) and ‘P401’ (a little separable corm), and
‘Kyoto No.2' (an ordinary cultivar in Japan, not easily separable) were used in the
experiment. These seed corms were planted in the bed with 120 c¢cm width by the
spacing of 40 cm (225 plants/a), 33 em (270 plants/a) and 25 cm (360 plants/a) on
May 6, 1998. When the plural shoots occurred from the seed corm, all other shoots
were removed except the most predominant one. All the top (leaf blade and petiole)
of new corms grown on the main corm in the summer were removed completely (top
removal) or were not (control). Corms were harvested from December 14 to 16.

The working hours to remove the top in the summer was approximately 16 seconds
per corm in any mutant and cultivar. On the other hand, the working hours taken to
remove the top of new corms at harvest times was approximately 18 seconds per corm
in the control. The corm yield decreased by the top removal and with the raise of
planting density. The reduction by the top removal was little in ‘P51', but was
remarkable in ‘P401’ ‘and ‘Kyoto No.2'. The shape of corms tended to become large
and globular by the top removal in all mutants and cultivar.

It was considered that ‘P51 was suited to the cultivation by the top removal
because the reduction was little and corms became large and globular.
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