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Summary

For the sustainable development of rural area, land improvements and infrastructure
investments should be included in the long term planning. Rural areas have their own
characteristics geomelrically, climatically, ecologically, residentially and historically.
The quantification of those factors which consist of characteristics of each area is im-
portant for the rural planning. Additionally those plans should not be restricted in the
small area but the large area including several towns resembled.

First, taking a study area of 160 km® in East Yame which located in Fukuoka Prefec-
ture, the conserved levels of nature are evaluated on the basis of land-use pattern and
discussions were conducted for establishing the methods to protect environment.

Second, the availabilities of solar energy, small scale hydro-power and wind power
generation were discussed. As these energy generation facilities are less harmful to en-
vironment, they should be promoted for rural areas to use them for industrial produc-
tion and for daily lives of residents in the future.
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