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Abstract

In Japan new policies of agriculture are launched after enacting the Basic Law on
Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas in 1999. But even now the main tendencies of these
policies are not illuminated clearly.

The pﬁrpose of this paper is to clarify significance of new policies for agriculture and
rural areas, focusing on mountainous areas. Its features can be briefly stated as follows.
The change in the basic agriculture policy has brought out the increased roles of the local
governments. The reason is explained by the fact that the policy for rural areas requires
regional individuality on the contrary to the price policy that can be carried out uniformly
all over Japan. Thus, the importance of local governments increases relatively as the
principal operators of agriculture policies. This also requires new policies based on

regionalism.
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