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A Study on Biodiversity of Satochi and Satoyama

AKkihiro UepaA (Ministry of the Environment)
Hiroshi ONODERA (Ministry of the Environment)

Satochi and Satoyama are the traditional rural landscapes influenced and maintained by human
activities, situated between urban areas and natural areas of the mountainous interior in Japan. There is
a mosaic of secondary forests, rice paddies, small reservoirs and grasslands around villages.

This paper discusses the relationships between ‘Satochi and Satoyama’ and biodiversity.

Satochi and Satoyama were largely classified into 5 types according to the composition of secondary
forests within the area, and the degree of management required differ for each type. Also, it was verified
that Satochi and Satoyama serve as important habitats for endangered fauna and flora, since Satochi and
Satoyama included about 60% of the area which was densely inhabited by endangered speies.

For conservation of Satochi and Satoyama, it is essential to promote further discussion of practical
methods and framework for conservation and sustainable use, involving broad stakeholders, such as

government agencies, experts, communities, and NGOs.
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