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The parasite Xenos moutoni is recorded from
six of the seven hornet (Vespa) species occurr-
ing in Japan. It causes host insects to refrain
from working or from reproducing, thus poten-
tially reducing reproductive output of host col-
onies. Parasitized hornets are often found in
specimens collected with traps containing juice
and liquor as an attractant. The species compo-
sition of parasitized hornets, seasonal changes
in the percent parasitism and the number and
positions of parasites on single hosts, and corre-
lations between sizes of hosts and parasites are
described based on those samples. Possible ad-
verse effects of parasitism on colonial reproduc-
tive output are discussed.
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