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Formation of Networks of Secretarial Bureaucrats of Agricultural
Ministry During the Period of Naimusho (Home Ministry)

Kiyohiko TOMODA (Tokyo University of Agriculture)

Full-fledged expansion of the agricultural policies in Japan in the modern age was started by
inauguration of the Naimusho and by settling of an industry promotion division in the said ministry.
Most of the bureaucrats forming the highest hierarchy among the secretarial bureaucrats who were
competent enough to support the expansion of the agricultural policies were the people who were directly
related to the circulating tour of Iwakura Mission carried out in the period ranging from 1871 to 1873 and
the events of World Exposition in Vienna, Austria of 1873. Major governmental officials included Iwayama
Keigi, Tanaka Yoshio, Sasaki Chojun, Ikeda Kenzo, Sekizawa Akekiyo, Maeda Masana and Inoue Seizo. It
should emphatically be stated that their human-relational networks acted to promote the power of the
agricultural policy expansion in the period of the Naimusho. The focus in this paper is on the secretarial
bureaucrats of agricultural policy in the Home Ministry, and it is explained how the human-relational

network, with Ohkubo Toshimichi as a pivotal figure, came to be formed.

Key words : Agricultural Policy in Meiji Era, Secretarial Bureaucrats of Agricultural Policy Ministry,

Iwakura Mission, World Exposition in Vienna
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