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Surveys of coccidian oocysts in feces of dogs and cats

in the Kanto area, Japan
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Abstract

To survey the prevalence of coccidium infection in companion dogs and cats in the Kanto
area in Japan, fecal samples were collected from 7 animal hospitals from June to December 2003
and examined the oocysts by the sugar flotation method. In the 474 dogs, Isospora canis oocysts
were detected from 1 dog (0.2%), I ohivensis from 7 dogs (1.5%) and Cryptosporidium parvum from
1 dog (0.2%). In the 199 cats, I felis ococysts were detected from 2 cats (1.0%) and I rivolta from 6
cats (3.0%). In comparison with the coccidian morbidity rate in the report at 30 years ago, the
present results indicated the dog coccidia were decreased and cat coccidia showed similar rate.
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