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FOOD HYGIENE
SANITATION CONTROL OF “HAND DRYERS” AT SCHOOL FACILITIES
WHERE MEALS ARE PROVIDED

Mitsuhiro KAMEYAMA

Twakuni Health Welfare Center of Yamaguchi Prefecture 6264-3
Kuga-machi, Iwakuni-shi, Yamaguchi-ken 742-0433, Japan
[ Received for publication : December 20, 2008 )

We emphasize the necessity for washing hands whenever we conduct the inspec-
tion of school facilities which provide meals. We investigate the sanitation control sys-
tem and possible contamination (Escherichia coli, Colibacillus group and Staphylococcus
aureus) of hand dryers in the facilities which provide meals, such as regular schools,
nursery schools, hospitals, and social welfare facilities.

Hand dryers are installed at 30.2% (38/128) of the school facilities which provide
meals. The method and frequency to wash and sterilize ware are different at each fa-
cility. 66.7% (24/36) of hand dryers were contaminated, and Staphylococcus aureus
were most frequently detected at 58.3% (21/36) of the hand dryers. Besides hand dry-
ers, 23.2% (P<0.01) of other equipment, such as dressers and grips of refrigerators,
was contaminated.

The hand dryers were significantly contaminated. We strongly encouraged the
persons in charge of the facilities to wash their hands and sterilize the hand dryers
every day. When we checked the hand dryers for the second time, all facilities, ex-
cept two, were free from the contamination of bacilli.
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