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Long-Term Use of Palate Cap for Repair of an Acquired Palatal Defect
in a Dog and a Cat

Yusuke ITO* Kazuhiro WATANABE', Takashi MORI, Shigeo YAMADA, Masaya SUZUKI,
Yuki HOSHINO, Nao IWATANI and Kohji MARUO

* Faculty of Applied Biological Séiences, Gifu University, 1-1 Yanagido, Gifu, 501-1193, Japan
SUMMARY

Using a palate cap with a resilient lining material, the authors achieved successful long-term management of
a traumatic palatal defect in a cat and an acquired palatal defect resulting from radiation therapy and local
chemotherapy to treat a malignant melanoma in a dog. In the cat with the traumatic palatal defect, surgical
attempts to close the defect had been unsuccessful and the palate cap with resilient lining material produced
satisfactory results. The palate cap was able to be used for at least two years. In the dog with the acquired
palatal defect due to radiation therapy, the palate cap was created on ten occasions, given invasion by the malig-
nant melanoma. As a result, quality of life was able to be maintained for at least one year. The palate cap allows
anesthetization for a short time. Management of the acquired palatal defect using a palate cap with a resilient
lining material is very compatible with both palatal defects with repetitive dehiscence and acquired palatal
defects resulting from therapy for oral malignant tumors.
—— Key words : Acquired palatal defect, Palate cap, Resilient lining material for denture base.
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