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New Cultivars ‘Spring Angel Pink Elegance’, ‘Spring Angel Blue
Elegance’ and ‘Spring Angel Frill Elegance’ of Winter-flowering,
Evergreen Hydrangea

Nobuhiro KUpO, Tomoyuki OKADA and Yasuo KIMURA
Summary

The genus Hydrangea includes 23 species with a disjunct distribution in the temperate and tropical regions of eastern
Asia, eastern North America and South America. Hydrangea macrophylla is the most popular species, and over 500
cultivars of this species have been bred since the early 1900s by selection of natural mutants and intraspecific crosses
among a limited number of early ancestral varieties. Although its breeding has been successful, further improvements in
the growth habits and floral characteristics of H. macrophylla are desirable. H. scandens ssp. chinensis is a small shrub,
which is native to Southeast Asia and valued for its winter flowering and evergreen foliage. A breeding program was
commenced in 2000 to develop cultiars with winter flowring and evergreen foliage. ‘Spring Angel Pink Elegance’,
‘Spring Angel Blue Elegance’ and ‘Spring Angel Frill Elegance’ are interspecific hybrids between H. scandens ssp.

)

chinensis and H. macrophylla ‘Charming Blue Ring ° through ovule culture. The three cultivars have sufficient

horticultural merit: flowering in winter, and evergreen foliage, and they were released as commercial cultivars in 2005,
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