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Origin and Definition of Japanese Native Chickens, “Jidori”

Suguru Sato

Akita Poultry Diseases Laboratory, Co., LTD,,
739~1 Matsubara, Shirasawa, Odate-shi, Akita, 017-0002, Japan

Summary

Chickens were introduced from China, the Korean Peninsula, or the south-western islands
more than 2,000 years ago. These ancient chicken breeds are thought to have resembled the red
jungle fowl (Gallus gallus) in body type and plumage color. The Shoukoku is thought to have
been introduced to Japan from China between the 8th and 12th centuries. In the Edo period, the
Oh-Shyamo, the Oh-Toumaruy, the Chabo, the Ukokkei, and the Cochin were introduced from Asia,
since which time indigenous chicken breeds have been called “Jidori”. There are about 40 native
chicken breeds in Japan, and most of these appear to have been established by the end of the Edo
period. Many native chicken breeds were established from “Jidori”, Shoukoku, or Oh-Shamo.
Many foreign chicken breeds were imported from Europe and the United States of America after
the Meiji era, and the number of “Jidori” gradually declined. “Jidoris” are valuable cultural
property and heritages of Japan. Three breeds of Jidori, Gifu-Jidori, Shojou-Jidori, and Ko-Jidori,
were designated as Japanese National Treasures in 1941. Many special meat chickens, called
“Jidor1”, have recently appeared in Japanese markets, and Jidori meat chickens were defined by
Japanese Agricultural Standards (JAS) in 1999.

(J. Jpn. Soc. Poult. Dis,, 47, 1-11, 2011)

Key words : Jidori, Japanese native chicken, Jidori meat chicken defined by Japanese Agricultur-
al Standards, Special meat chickens
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