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Summary

In the winter of 2010 to 2011, large outbreaks of H5N1 highly pathogenic avian influenza
viruses were reported in Japan. An expert “Investigation Team on the Infection Route of Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza” was quickly formed in order to elucidate the infection routes of the
outbreaks. The team carried out on-site inspections including the outbreak farms and surround-
ing environments, interviews with relevant persons, and examination of characteristics of iso-
lated viruses including genetic analysis. Each virus isolated from the outbreak farm was closely
related to viruses isolated in Mongolia in 2010 and South Korea in 2011. Therefore, the bringing
of the virus to Japan by migratory birds can be surmised. Furthermore, because measures to
prevent the incursion of wild birds and animals at the outbreak farms were incomplete, and
because no direct relationship with other outbreak farms could be established, the bringing of the
virus onto the farms from contaminated environments is likely.

(J. Jpn. Soc. Poult. Dis., 47 (Suppl), 23-30, 2011)
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