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Winter Feeding of the Breeding Herd Containing Nursing
Cows and Pregnant Cows in Loose Barn

Riichi Fuxvunara, Toshikazu Mivasuier, Yasuo Suiova,

Taro Osata, Kunio Karo and Teruhisa Opara

Summary

Four feeding trials weie cariied to establish a winter feeding program for the small bieeding heid
of Japanese Black breed which contain wet cows with calves and dry pregnant cows in a loose bain.
All the cows were tied to the stanchions once a day for three or four howrs, and were fed daily amount
of ration and silage in the tiough. The cows weie also fed iice straw ad libitum. The calves weie fed
1ation and hay ad Ibitum in the creeping 10om

On the medium plane of TDN compared with the Japanesec Feeding Standards for nuising beef cows,
the wet cows lost their weight while the dry pregnant cows gained during the feeding period of about
90 days. The winter feeding of about 30% moe TDN than the Standards increased the weight gain of
wet cows considerably and that of dry pregnant extiemely

Although the medium and high planes of TDN gave no detrimental effecis on the 1epioductive pes-
formance of the diy pregnant cows, the high plane of TDN seemed to be harmful to the 1eproduction
of the wet cows with calves.

The feeding level of TDN for the dams was not closely 1elated to the growth of nursing calves, The
average daily gain of each tiials 1anged fiom 0 70 kg to 1.05kg

Considering the results above, it may be concluded that wet cows with calves and dry pregnant cows
can be fed together in a winter herd in the loose bain if the cows are fed on the medium plane of TDN

compated with the Japanese Feeding Standards for nuising beef cows.
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