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New Japanese Persimmon Variety ‘Izu’

Kazuayoshi HIROSE, Masayuki YAMAMOTO, Takao SATO, Tokusuke
OHATA, Teruo NISHIDA, Isamu IKEDA, Isao SHIMURA, Sigeru SIBA,

Masafusa YAGI and Nobuyuki TOMINAGA

Summary

In 1938 a breeding program of Japanese Persimmon (Diospyros kaki Thum.; D. kaki var
domestica Makino) was initiated at the Okitsu Branch, Horticultural Research Station.

The new variety ‘Izu’ was selected in 1960 from the hybrid seedlings between ‘Fuyu’ and
‘A— 4’ (‘Okugosho’ X ‘Okugosho’) crossed in 1956,

‘Iz’ ripens very early in Japanese persimmon maturity season. The fruits also ripen in
late September—early October and middle—late Octoder, in Shizuoka and Niigata prefecture,
respectively. Fruit small to medium in size, oblite in form ; about 200g in weight ; fewseeded ;
and color reddish—orage. The flesh is light orange, soft and fine, A marked haractercistic
of the flesh is its non-astringency. Sugar content of the flesh is as high as 14—15 in Brix
index. The fruit quality is, however, similar to ‘Fuyuw’ which is the most excellent in variety
of Japan.

‘Izu’ tree is moderately vigorous but slow growing, upright spreading, under the weight of
fruit, and open in growth habit. It may attain large under favorable conditions if not cont-
rolled by pruning. This variety may be especially prone to production of alternate heavy

and light crops due to an excess fruiting.
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