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The Effects of Personal Experience on the Evaluation of Measures to Conserve and
Improve Land, Water, and Environment
—Survey of Project in Shiga Prefecture—

Shogo Nakamura (Graduate School of Agriculture Kyoto University)
Satoshi Hoshino (Graduate School of Agriculture Kyoto University)
Shizuka Hashimoto (Graduate School of Agriculture Kyoto University)
Yasuaki Kuki (Graduate School of Agriculture Kyoto University)

Recently, Japanese agricultural and rural develop-
ment projects initiated by national and local govern-
ments have increasingly begun to rely on collective
participation by the community to be successful. We
attempted to identify the characteristics of rural
residents that enhance a project’s performance. We
focused on residents’ personal experiences of en-
gaging in crime prevention, working with NPOs,
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participating in environmental conservation, etc. We
determined that such experiences are likely to
enhance a project’s performance. The experiences
of working with NPOs and participating in commu-
nity meetings significantly influenced the perfor-
mance of projects, as they allowed residents to
evaluate projects.
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