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Causes of digital divide and possibility to improve such condition in hilly and moeuntainous areas

Focusing on age, attributes and characteristic features of inhabitants
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Table 1 A summary of 3 study regions
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Table 2 A summary of a questionnaire survey carried out in 3 regions
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Fig.1 Percentages of Internet users by age group (N=591)
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Fig.2 Age composition of Internet users and non-users

(N=591)
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Table 3 Frequency Distribution of items related to the actual situation of Internet usage in 3 study regions
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Table 6 Comparison of mean values of factor scores between 3 regions
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Summary : An availability of the Internet in rural area is now close to that in urban area in Japan. But generally, it is still considered

that it’s difficult for inhabitants in rural area, who are mostly elderly, to use the Internet. But communication via the Internet is very

important for rural inhabitants to recognize what matters in their areas and how to solve it themselves, cooperating with various

kinds of stakeholders. In this research, we identified the current condition of digital divide in 3 small regions in Kyoto prefecture

and discussed what the causes of it are and how to improve such condition from now on.
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Analysis), — CECE BT HT(ANOVA)
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