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A study on production and distribution of wine barrels as an utilization of oak wood

Tkuo Ota

Abstract - This study aims to analyze the present status about production and distribution of oak barrels for wine based
on research in France and the USA. Traditionally a few specific oak species have been utilized for wine barrel in order
to enrich the taste of high quality wine during its maturing process. With such understandings, the study is to elucidate
management strategy and production techniques in coopers. Then, general relationship between coopers and wineries,
international trade of barrels, and future view of wine barrel sector are analyzed. On the one hand, trade of wine barrels
are expanding along with increasing production of wine especially from the new world, ie. the USA or countries in the
southern hemisphere. On the other hand, there are some difficulties such as the limit of quantity in good French oak
wood and introduction of oak alternatives like oak chips and inner staves. It is not easy to prospect the future of wine
barrel sector, but it seems that the production and trade volume of wine barrels are likely to be stable.
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