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A Study of the Significance of Conversion to a
Renewable Energy Society and Regional
Energy Self-sustenance : Based on

J.S. Mill and H.E. Daly’s Theories

By

Yutaro HARADA® and Shunji TANAKA™
(Received May 23, 2013/ Accepted September 10, 2013)

Summary @ A conversion to a society based on renewable energy means a big change in the social econ-
omy. Thus, the vision for such a society should be discussed in the arena of the political economy. J.S.
Mill, in his “Stationary-State Economy” theory, offered such a vision : an ideal society could be actualized
if wealth and population stop increasing. This precedes the concept of sustainable development in that it
contains environmental sustainability and human equality. From Mill's theory H.E. Daly developed his
“Steady-State Economy” theory, which, he argues, takes today’s environmental crisis into account.
According to Daly, the “Steady-State Economy” economy is a sub-system of the ecosystem and should be
of an appropriate scale and not be over the environmental capacity of the earth. As a way of realizing
this vision, Daly proposed making up the amount limitation to use resources like “a cap-auction-trade
system for depletion of basic resources” as a global agreement.

Renewable energy has a huge potential, but we can’t use it without limitation because of the land,
climate, technical, and other conditions. Therefore, while a conversion to a renewable energy society is a
measure for dealing with the present climate change in the short term, it also means a society which has
energy limitations for the economy in the long term. This is actually a realization of Daly’s proposal,
-making up the amount limitation- on energy. A conversion to a renewable energy society means a
process and way of actualizing “Steady-State Economy”.

Key words : Renewable Energy, Sustainable Development, Steady-State Economy, Regional Self-Sustenance
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