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Activation mechanisms of G-protein-coupled receptors

Natsuki OSHIMA, Yuta ICHIJO, Yuta MOCHIMARU,
Kazuhiro SATO and Hideaki TOMURA

Abstract
To maintain homeostasis in the body, the receptors sense internal and external environmental stimuli. G-
protein-coupled receptors (GPCRs) which have the seven-transmembrane-domain convert these stimuli, such
as photons, ions, chemical substances, neurotransmitters and hormones, into intracellular responses through
the activation of heterotrimeric G-proteins. In this review, we discuss the recent progress in understanding the

mechanisms of GPCR activation.
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1. [FL®BIC

thDOHEFITH0KRBEOMBL DL TN T
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TR 57201003, MR CORB R IEHRAT LD
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KRFIEN S, O bifEEZAESE, GxvNy
B L5 R 52254k (G-protein-coupled receptor; GPCR),
AF VT 2 RNVEZBERHRERIZ BRI LT
Hanhs,

GPCRI7TEEA* BB T AREX V/NIBETHY,
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AR BRIk

AEERICES 5, JOREPOREFAIhTY
LEOHIELIGCGPCRAE L DOER LIz » T3
(Overington et al, 2006), A Tt GPCRHIEOH
R &, GPCR OEHAEEEF LA/ DOL, B
TR BHREE T - T 5 pH B&ntE GPCR OB
FATDWTHEA T 5B,

2. GPCR 2N L7z I mEER

GPCR /v L7cy 7 FIVIEEBROBM 2K 11
=7, GPCRIZ, BRANET I /By 5 A X —hhiila
Kz 7TEEBTAEELR ORI VSVETHD,
D N RKimHB s, CREAMEENICEET
%, GPCRIZZDEHOHRD XS5z, MREMT
By T 71y FDORL=ZERGFVINTEE
HEL TW5, GPCRIZFBENZFIH, Txbby
AV EDPREETHEEREL, ZBAGZ V7 E
T LTINS Z DIEREILET 5,

ZEBRGEIVNIER, a7y FDOT I/
BRI DOFERIME L BERER S £12 Gs - Gijo * Goj11 - Gizis
DABPFICKREL SEINS, ZDQaY 7212y b
OB LV MRAICEL SV 7 FIVOBHITRZ

o ZEEGXVNIZEIBE, ab 71y MIC
GDP &L THD, TNEHETHSH, GPCR Y
HY P EOERLIhD L, o712y FORBE
BEARLTGDP 2L, Rbvic, GTP &
THIETHEMELL S, HEHEH L -=Z8KG
ZU/NTEG eV T2y b Ly EEERD 2 DITE
Wd s, HEEL a1y e Yy EEBETZD
BEICLD, 775y 75—+ (AC) % phos-
pholipase C (PLC), Rho, A AV F » RNz EDT
T 72—V H GRE) BT 5. HiE
ftxh/cr7 7 %—% VN7 HiL, cyclic AMP
(cAMP) ®@EE, inositol trisphosphate (IP3) & di-
acylglycerol (DAG) DL, 77 FVORESESR,
MRACEEAF VREXZNZNRET5 (Al
berts et al, 2008; Kawanabe et al, 2002), IP; {3/
O IPs ZHEMITHEES LT PMEERNIKIRIN T
%5 Ca?t I 5, cAMPR Car i3 Eh v/ F A
y 2V — LT, FEEMRAAN SR B5RE

H#63% - 45 (2014)

BRI, ZRBEG X VN BREMLREDO T &
THEELFT 5T TE kL, a¥ 721y FEHFE
45 GTP 7 —E¥EHIC LD GTP 25 GDP i 47 f# &
N, NEREANELRSL, COREMRR & EER O
PEECHEINAZ Xk, HE, BHE GREFR
DA R RIETAICBE T 58673 SICBREI N5/
RaDBEIRES), WIVEYV DLW ¥ OMBISE
b Twb, M1IKRT LD, 201240
Lefkowits & Kobilka & GPCR i BJ 3 % BF 42 LLET IC
%, GPCRZN L7y 7 FIVREBEEOPIEICEE
O —=RVEBEEINR TS, TDLDIZGPCR
BIEOMEIHRT 5 L DI, LEirbEEEZEDT
/B Lo Tnb,

3. GPCR OZ#H4

31. GPCR7731—

GPCRIZEER PO FICEBE T, BWAEHET
RESIh TS, Y TEHRAEE T, 1EHOD
GPCR v 0 A XF XFTHEIN TS (Colucci
etal, 2002), —J7, Y OAXFXFDT ) LEHO
KR, 394D GPCR DRz T HEIIBHFET 5
CDEHEL DS (Moriyama et al, 2006), 5%, H#
YD GPCR B3N s 2r[geELH 5, L HTRT
J LB OFER, #8008 D GPCR BHFET H & &
NTEY, ZEEOHTHRARDT 7 IV —%BHL T
W% (Fredriksson et al, 2003), &  GPCR{x#1
ORI L DI, TI/BESIORE,L, ARV
T773IU—, B VFVUREHT IV, @S
WEIVBZBHT 73—, BERTXEHRT 73
V—, ZUXNVF/ERZEERT 73—, ZOMIC
75 25 &h b (Fredriksson et al, 2003), 2D
LOF /v v 773U -1, REXBEZSURAE

RERDPEFENTNS, BEBESPLP 705 T
W5 GPCRDIFEALZZDOT77»IVU—KEBLTY
%o

3.2 STk

FLIRT DI, #800&HD GPCR DS b
iz, RECBEGT5%BATH % (Vassilatis et
al., 2003), —HEVMFEHD GPCR L, K, B, &
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GPCR DiEHA

£1 b7/ AFCEET S GPCR O3 (Fredriksson
et al, 2003; Chung et al, 2008)

77304 s | UG
#9460 (1% 1B
54% GPCR)
DRy Tr3Y—
241 (RE LA IC
B85-9 % GPCR)
YIVFVURBEKT 73— 15
R 3 R 15 #7100
7TV
BERRTEEET 7 30— 2
TURIE [ERERET 7 24
-
Z OAl 23

WVEY, MREGEHPBES T —Z a4 F (RILE 2w
RIEWELND, EENTESN A HEREESEY
B) I EDE,, MROMESESRER S ORES
BAIT A &C, EEEHEOHMFICESL W5, —
¥, FLICERT LS, GPCROHITIE, ED LD
TR TR A DODPREBAS D Ein- Tz (U
AV EBARBZ), FIV7 7/ Z8/E L1008 IZ
CHEFEL TWwWA (Chung et al, 2008), AN 7 7 V%
BB A58, BB EAERREOMmA &
WO R B O A 5, FihEORRE LD
JISREAN DB B AEEEMOTWL I b, B
ELERZHEBODT LR TW5,

4. GPCR D&

Bx /R 7ERIFEEROKICEE > TWAT
B, IKEMEZ VIR BN T OSSR TH 5,
GPCREI7TEIREBESEFARTHAHI L&, £hxD
REBPDITNT b, Ebd 52 ERRETH
5720 L7eB o T, ZOMMEEE T adizhrBl b s
blhoice EIHBI THETGPCR O K%
BICE T AHRFELPRBICHKEE L/, Tihbb,
ZMBETOGPCROFBHREOHKRE L, MEAES3
W—Tu T4 DV F—ABRFICBEEH®mZ S5 LITED
SREBEOREL, SOLREFa— Yy s 72—
Z#: (Landau & Rosenbusch, 1996) OEA 7 Xz &
D, GPCR % 4ABHLREBTHALS % LulgE

Eleole CORSTEMFEDOERIZLY, B
TIC10fER C 2 5 GPCR O MBHEEPHL 2 L 5
TW5,
4.1 FEE LHkEE
GPCR DI S BT BRI 2 S iz Did,

20006 DT v RSV TH B, B F TV vid kil
BIZ X O EHAL S5 GPCR ThH b, ORI THL
L T% o ICILFREE D, £ DHDOMD GPCR DAk
TSN OERE & 75 - 7= (Palczewski et al, 2000),
ZDR2007TEDE T B2 7 F LU V5B (Cherezov
et al, 2007; Rasmussen et al, 2007) OREEENT% db
&EDIC, PYLLT FLFUVERME (Warne et al,
2008), & M2 ARAY VT EFILVaY vZEE
(Haga et al, 2012), S v F M3 AZAH Y UHET
ay) vERAk (Kruse et al, 2012), v+ H; © AR
32V 2%/ (Shimamura et al, 2011), ¥ F D3 F—
NI vEEHE (Chienetal, 2010), L +T75 /v
Aoy Z AR (Jaakola et al, 2008), b | CXCR4 &
& (Wuetal, 2010), b F - <9 ZFEL A FSR
f& (Granier et al, 2012; Manglik et al, 2012; Thom-
pson etal, 2012; Wuetal, 2012), v + PAR1 (Zhang
et al, 2012), v F S1P; %%k (Hanson et al, 2012)
&, Wx &L GPCROMMEEENPPLLICINTE
7o CNDHOZFKITLT], VTV EBBEEL T
VUREE, F7oidA VUN—RT I AL GEEEE) ©
TYRIZAF (GEKIEE) SRS LRGSR E LT
T OFEGAL BB UL RS M T i/, 1§
AL L 72 GPCR DB EIIRHTH > 7z, Lo L
BBDEORK, 7TIZANPREE L EEE (R
IR OEBEERNTS, Yy r /vy
(Choe et al, 2011; Deupi et al, 2012; Scheerer et al,
2008; Standfuss et al, 2011), v F B2 7 FLF VU v/
24k (Rasmussen et al, 2011a; Rasmussen et al,
2011b), b b Ay Z54k (Lebonetal, 2011; Xu et al,
2011), Sy bt 2 a—BFvYV 1%%54 (White et
al, 2012) CTHIIL 7ze £ L TOWIZ20114E41C Kobil-
ka D7 NWV—7iICkD, ZBHEGEZVNNITEDO—ET
B5BHGs ZU/NTBEEERRLI, EHEAREO L T F
VU VERBGOMAEERTSERE SN/ (Ras-
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JW.Black
19885 FFRLFVUY  ERZIVREBRTVEI=RMOHR
R.Axel, L.B.Buch

20044 MRRBHROHR

R.J.Lefkowits, B.K.Kobilka

lon ch |
20124F GPCRODEAR l GPCR SRS

E.W. Sutherland
/ 19715 AMPOBIZ.
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! 19944F G AUV B OTHR

4

IR, W, 5

K1 GPCR %/ L /-fifaEREERR &/ —NIVEZED
GPCR 3¢
Ga: ZBEGCX VNI EaY T2y, B: ZEMEG
BUNRIEBYT 1w, py: ZREGE VNI HYy
721=v I, PLC: phospholipase C, AC: adenylyl cy-
clase, PIP2: phosphatidylinositol 4,5-bisphosphate, DAG:
diacylglycerol, IP3: phosphatidylinositol 1,4,5-trispho-
sphate, GTP: guanosine triphosphate, GDP: guanosine
diphosphate

K2 GPCR OREERAX
(A) GPCR % #fifiast» SBED =M, BEEEES O 2%
ATRY, I—YHFRREBLGOBES 2R T, (B)
GPCR % il 7> HBkeo 7=, BEECEE) 2 FIET, R
FIRERTES, B—vETFR, BEETTOHFS 2E
To

mussen et al, 2011b),

WIS OfE R, GPCR QRS CiEMHEALICtE > #
EZEAE, GPCR OBEHICHbL L FELBEYELFET
HTEDRMORP LTSI, K2R3ZEEDOREE B
SOREZRLIDDTH S, Mlas»ohkd5 L,
GPCR T 2A [T XD KEEBBH S BEE SN T
W5, £/ GPCR #lE (MEAEREE) 22 5bked % &
R2BD LS5, VAV FOREITHWEEER
Wb < 2, LEL T6%HB OEE RIS 24+

H63%E - 45 (2014)

ErOGR1 ErGPR4

@ ctRFIr

K3 bt OGRI, kI GPR4 OfEERAX
2(B) L FRIC#& GPCR il A HBkD X, ZAE
EHEICEE LY I T ATV VERERZ TR,

WKKELBRTAHIEDHOL LR oTc, TDHEG6
REER S OBEMIZ LD, K5 - IMlgHERIc =&
EG 2 VNI EBPZBEAMICEH» > TADRAE
E,EZEBBRGEUNIBED aY T 1y FOBESK
ELEML, Y722y FAERO GDP 2kt L GTP
EREETH LIS,

5. GPCROY 74547

GPCR IZiZ, —2D U AV Ficx L TEEEDOY
TRATDEETAHEEVD S, L AR I VIEESET
SVO—ETHY, EENTER I NS, FURRIHZ
SIckD, bAZIVIRL AR I VEAMKA SR
M h, REST VIVF—RIGICEES53 5, b
AZIVERIH VR T B AZ I VEEMHIL GPCR
T#HY, H1 - H2-H3 - H4 O 4 EEICHES N5,
FNEFNRIRRL=ZEBERG A/ BLHELTE
D, BERLLCHEEINLGFHLRLD (Seifert et
al, 2013), 7t 2P HIZEMKIG L#ELTEH
D, TUVF—RIGIKEE 5, H2ZEBILG &
EELTHY, BBOSWICEE %, H3 ZAMEI
Gi LB LTHY, COZEKREFOERS, &
DZFFARBMAEZE DO A X I VO - 5kl
5, Ha 54T H3 ZRMGRRIC G L3EEL T
WHR, BE &L TIE~ A MR TR OEE T
B, COXIICLAXIVOERRSIKICHS
TEMD, EFITLAXIVOER, FWaHzTL
T L FRROABRER LI NTEELZT, EIfFAR
TTLED, LI TEREY T X4 TOERARHED
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GPCR DOiEHEAERE

Kliz 5 C EATENL, DERRIEDAZRERIC
AL, BIEROP IR EFOBRETRE L%, K
B, EFORMBRIIOHMTEDON, Hl XHED
BHEIMTULF—FL LT, H2OENXRIER
Doy z5E L LT, BEMBINATHS
GPCR P RIEDOEM &L L TEE SN TV A MBS T
DEIPHL D DB2 5,

GPCRY T2 A TDEWY, HefT8zBb3t
BEBHMEINTVD, NFRAITITHEEFE L ELE
RMOTBEPEFEET D, GPCRO—BETHHN1Y S
VY USRBHRT T 247 (Via) ORBAE(LSE S
&, BB O BEACATE SRS 5 2 RSN
(Lim et al, 2004), GPCR 2’\-&4T8hic S HEL &£ 2
TWABTEBHOD &5 Tc, BIERIONZ X AIH
[DHBW] Eino oRiT, LMD MOBEELIZRE
Uiz, HEDOWENDEETVRS [ 25 ] OMICEE
THY, HI/S— =LA E BERIICEE LE
et b, COBEDOMK & BEBHIZ GPCR O—F&T
BB F—=NIVEFRETT A THED > TW5,
DRDOBIRZIZ F—/33 v D2 ZRMEOEMELE LT
AT5E, HEIM LR TR TLEELMRT

MBI D2 70y h—%EAT 5 LR
BEERET CLIEEORBAR O N, BB OKE
DNARXRIFHEEZEL, D2BWERET S &Ml
BDF—/X v DI ZBEOREUB LR T B, hH
IS—= LN DOHEND BRI > T B D &
EzZ2bNhTw5b, EEE, TAOMEKICEF—/NIV
D1 SEGOEMAELYTEAT S &, TRTHERRRE
TTLEHELEHEL 5\, /A DIREFKT Ty —
EHEAT S L, /=T —PSOMEIC K3 5 BE ML
WHan, EL5THEDO L DICHEIICET S (Aragona
et al, 2006),

5.1 HHEIEA LHEE

CDEDIEBHEOYTZ A TRHEETH=ZEHG
ZUNRITBOBBICE - T, 5lERI Sh s/
%, FEINECTHRRNL RS2, GPCRBE
DIDICLTHBRTHZERG X VB2 ERNT
BDB, FDAANZXLDRERIL, BELZMETH
5o TEUFUVERKIZL ad B EWVDZREY

TAATBEET 5o a XERL BRBHIT, B b
ZEEGHVUNIELERET S, Thbb, S5
BICR=ZEARGI VNI BaY 7229 F 5% Gs
W, —7 a ZEEITE Gq BEET 5, BAEHLS
M|, VABESHELPICIN R2ZEEL GsDE
EROEERNTOBE» DI, REZBURBEDLS
WL TGs ZERL TWAHDOPICEET 5EBHRIZE SN
Lipoiz, DENESERONIEREEDOBRTIT
&aﬁjl:ykk§§¢®%éwﬁgﬁ%73/@
2 Gea lCERENL DD TREL, GEVNRIEH aY
TaZy FCHL TG IDTH o7z, £S5 T
BIRICBEE5 357 X /BPRETERELDOTHA
2017 ZOEBEELTUTOREEREZBNS,
ZNT BORERRERML SN TO AT v T
ay FTHY, P2ZEENGa Bkl TH A« L&
b B EEERDWBLRRR Z 1R 2 & T W RERE 2
H5bH., SEIOFEMIT, REZEEL GaTF T 1y T
HRFTOIBEERLZ/A-DOTREWEEFTSOR
FWTHAHD, GPCRBED LS ICHKET S Ga T/
2=y FEFHTDIPICOVTOREL, VHVER
BEk Gav 7oy FBREEL T HHERET
DEEEBNBERBLEL DD,

6. GPCR OZEHFFAK

GPCRIZICNETHEMRKR (£ /<—) &L THEE
LTWBLDE, BEZONTEN, L LESDITLE,
GPCR O > b¥@E» ), A—aFRA+ (FE) %
721> GPCR & (~A5n0O) OREET, £EH6 (F
Ja<—) ML TERET S & OHESZTINTW
b HEBEEMRL, TOBEIELT S GPCR &
LT, REOZBMEDHTON5S,

6.1 ZEMAIHL L BAE

[y &sk] 2 THE] 2o 2RER, HFORER
SICFHBE S B GPCR A L (RHIN B, ThHOD
BREICIT, TmlTRZTmskm93@ﬁ®GHm
DS L TWw5, TIR3 &IN5 GPCR 23, TIR1
L\WS D GPCR b AFO—%HH TS E, D%
Bk | BEAIT B, —7JF, TIR3 A TIR2 &2 D
GPCR :AFO<—%FRT 5 & [HE] ZRAT
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RHRERFEH RS

% X 527z % (Chandrashekar et al, 2006), X 5T,

BREZARICBEIL TR, B X5 hikEN LN
7= (Mosinger et al, 2013), TIR3 &, #*#&$ 5 Ga
Y71y bRRELICHEES Y ATBTFHEAL L
D, NEICEBEVDDTH S, BEICIE TIR2 L3
BHLTWwWsZEm6, TIRETIRZDAFTBOX A
RO ED X 5720V F IR FHRICE S §
BDPEEEOFEETH 5,

i L EHAROF & LT, @IV Z I VBT
BT 7 IV—IETAHGT I /B (GABA) %4
FEOFIPBE TN TS (Kniazeffet al, 2011; Maurel
et al, 2008; Pin et al, 2009), GABA {37 X /BDO—
BT, AHEOMEREWE L L THIEEL TW5,
GABASZHBHAICZITA B, CHEET S, TO>LA
ECHAFVF +XNVEOZHEMETHD, GPCR &
BExB, =5, BZBEHEGPCRTH B, D
GABAR X BHRPEEET 5720 ICE, GABAg &
GABAp, BINF R —% T 5 L BHETH S
(Bettler et al, 2004),

fitic b GPCR B EHR LM T 5 L OHEITDH 5
B, ZEEVEROBER, TEERORENRED L SICE
THDB, F>EDLEVHDLEN, ThLE
s | ERTRBEOBETIERZHL L Lx-
TEbY, IhPOLOERPFINLSFTHE TH 5,

7. pH BA* GPCR

INETBRRTEALLSICGPCRIFIRIZ, BicE
HHAERREOMB &\ S BRI AEORL S,
EYHORFIE EHRBL T, EEORRSLEEBKEDOH
FEinY, N« BBEUEHAAEGBRELZRSITSE 0D
JIRREN & D7 BB RO TWE T &b, B
ELEREMEL DD N T3S,

EHRNOpHIE, U THEBESTIVA U BICHES
EAERERRICER R HE Y RIT T 720, PHMEICEK
FiCHEIN TN B, =75, B TORYOHEILLENR
FITEBRSEENICAVWONS C &, T VAR
DI - EBFRE L 2> TR, BTV
DOERIZEESE L TWAE T &b, AXRPICIEERIIC
PHZRHEL, T 5EHAPFET S LHATA

F63E - 45 (2014)

INT&E/ (Tomura et al, 2005), LALZHE T
NET, EEREDI ST pH AT 5000, A
AV F % FIVORBRER—HOEAICE L (it In T
WHDRBRT, TOEMEKTLPBO L ARHTH -7,

P~ik, TDAGS & Lidh 5 GPCR 73, #ifast pH
DT % B4 L CTiEtE{b 3 % pH B4tk GPCR T%
HIEERHELTER, CO773U—-0OWRETH
T TIT-> TC&EI, CORBRT 73U -G P /vv
77IVY—IKBLTED, BEETIC4%E (OGR],
GPR4, TDAGS, G2A) BFEINTWABH (Tomura
etal, 2005), ZOVHEERIEALHPI N TWwin
W, BNV F—IC LB RSV VATOLVFF—IL
OEEENEILL, B PV VRBEPEELT IO L
FARIC, o7/ bRt GPCRIZ, Mfas~
O M CEDZEENOC AFVVERENR O R R—
Vavan, EEEBICELRT S LW mEDLSN
Tw5 (Liu et al, 2010; Ludwig et al, 2003),

X 3 Cit, & OGRL, & F GPR4 OiEM:ALIZER
543 AFVVBREOMBEERIL D THS
(Liu et al, 2010; Ludwig et al, 2003), W52 24k Tl
TNBIZFET D AFVVEREDS, HEMICEST
BT EPHB, CARFVVDOTBFR—Y a VIC LD
VHBESELL, REARAOSE 6 REFEHEBESLK
ELSBML, EHRAEIELTSLIOLTFEING,

CNETOBNDP S, COZEHRT7IV—ik/a
ARRT S/ A FAAVOEEFIEEIZAIC
BIEIL, REREZEOEERIGICES T 5 L9 8
L kiroo%% (Tomura et al, 2010), I
%78 v GPCR OBBIC LD, JuRAX Y
SUVVRTA A VOEADREZITIFEIE
DT, RMUBELEHETTOAELBINE, CVTids
BERAG¥ LD, COZEET 73 —DBEEEKE
Rt HAEEMICBE L CIIRATH D, SHOERS
HEhb,

8. &HVYIC

19604E4% 2> & Lefkowits & LICHED SN T &
7= GPCR O#3eit, 2011480 Kobilka 512 & % 42/
Gs DFEBEFITICED, AL BEBH 5, Lo
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GPCR DiEHALRAE

L b, SEEDZEEG X VNI BENOHRERRE
B, SHEGYT XA TORE, V77 vREHITH
THUN Y ROMBY, RaLFEBMEECOLEBRIERO
B S, BT NEMER, ShhBRAe EHTET
Wb, ChHOMER—DOFTOMEWEIINBT &
I, ERAOF - RFEERORERL, TOBHEICHED
EEERORERELH O NI/ » TP ETFEEN
%, GPCRIRIZSHIEEL ST E L TRELMR
% EHREL T B,
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