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Abstract

Boseong County had a prominent role in the establishment of Korea’s modern tea industry, after the war era.
The Boseong tea producing district had only 180 ha of tea field area and 47 tea producing farmers in 1990,
which then suddenly increased and reached 1,14%ha and 1,363 farmers by 2007. The background of this
increase can be traced to the county government’s strong political support of the tea industry place as the main
industry of county, in tea producing and tea processing and offering the service of tea sales. But, it was
changed dramatically by the one mass media company’s broadcasting, which regarding two green tea
products that contained pesticide residues over than the level permitted in the Korean domestic tea market, in
August 2007. This broadcasting caused a 70% steep decline in the price of fresh green tea leaves of the
producing areas. Subsequently it caused serious problems which resulted in the sharp decline of the tea
producing farmer’s incomes and caused many to give up managing tea fields in the tea producing district.
Nowadays, under these grave circumstances, the revitalization of the Boseong county tea producing district is
dependent upon reinforcing the lack of picking tea laborers and their aging, the establishment of a
management system of the small and sloped tea field area which have disadvantages for mechanization, the
development of new consumption markets, and so on. This study investigates the revitalization of the
Boseong county tea producing district, including the state of the tea industry, an exertion of the tea producing
farmer’s cooperation in 2000s, the tendency of the county government of tea cluster projects and related
infrastructure, the challenge of tea picking and processing tourism, and so on. Especially, it investigates tea

producing leaders who are representative and energetic farmers.
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