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Characteristics of Rice Variety “Rakufumai’
“Awamori (Rice Liquor)”

as good Materials for
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Abstract
To evaluate a suitable raw material for awamori (rice liquor), a local adaptability test was carried on using some rice
varieties from Okinawa. The rice variety Rakufumai, developed by the National Agricuitural Research Center - Hokuriku
Research Center, was shown to have good yield from 2008 to 2009. The awamori derived from Rakufumai was evaluated as
having excellent quality.
Rakufumai has the following characteristics compared with Hitomebore and Churahikari, which are recommended varieties
from Okinawa:
1) The time of heading is the same as for the first cropping of Hitomebore. However, for the second cropping, it is 1 to 3 days
earlier than that of Hitomebore and 8 to 9 days earlier than that of Churahikari.
2) The culm length is shorter than those of Hitomebore and Churahikari.
3) The yield is almost the same as those of Hitomebore and Churahikari.
4) The hulled rice is larger than those of Hitomebore and Churahikari.
5) Awamori derived from Rakufumai tastes similar to that from Hitomebore; furthermore, it was evaluated as ‘good’ in terms
of the characteristics of "hanayakasa" and "kirei".
[Keywords]) Paddy rice, Liquor, Awamori, Okinawa
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