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Effect of Different Heights of Branch on the Growth, Yield and
Fruit Quality of 'Masui-Dauphine' fig (Ficus carica L.)

Katsuhiko MATSUURA, Yasunori MIZUTA and Hidenobu OZEKI

Summary
Figtreesof ‘Masui-Dauphine’ , which mainly grow in Hyogo Prefecture, are known to be particularly
vulnerable to frost damage among fig varieties. We revealed that trees with main branches about 1.8
m high can exhibit reduced frost damage. However, the details of tree growth and fruit maturity of
high-branch trees were unknown. Therefore, we investigated trees with their main branches at heights
of 1.8 m, 1.2 m and 0.6 m in our experimental station, and with major branches at heights of 0.8 m and
04 m in Tatsuno City, Hyogo Prefecture.
(1) Trees with higher major branches showed shorter shoot length and fewer nodes.
(2) In our experimental station, trees with higher major branches showed a higher percentage of fruit-
set in the lower node and fewer days from fruit-set to harvest.
(3) In our experimental station, trees with higher major branches showed earlier harvest.
(4) In Tatsuno City, the total number of fruit harvested from trees with a higher main branch increased.
(5) Trees with higher major branches showed better fruit skin color and more deformation of fruit in
the upper nodes of trees with main branches at a height of 1.8 m.
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