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Implications from a Case Study of Identifying Potential Issues
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Kenshi Baea * , Masahiro MaTsUURA ** and Makoto TaNIGUCHT * * *

(* Hosei University, Center for Regional Research,
2-17-1 Fujimi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8160, Japan
** University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Public Policy,
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033, Japan
*** Research Institute of Humanity and Nature,
457-4 Kamigamo Motoyama, Kita-ku, Kyoto, Kyoto 603-8047, Japan)

Abstract

This study identifies the stakeholders and their interests and clarifies the potential
disputes to examine sustainable use of groundwater by stakeholder analysis in Obama
which depends on groundwater as major source of water. The results demonstrate as
follows. Firstly, there are gaps among stakeholders in terms of prerequisite knowledge.
Therefore, sharing scientific evidence berween stakeholders through Joint Fact-finding
will help to build consensus regarding the future direction of groundwater management.
Secondly, the degree of interest depends on local communities, generations and possibility
of switching groundwater to tap water. It is imperative that adequate consideration is given
to the diversity of stakeholders in promoting JFE Thirdly, there is a lack of cooperation
among stakeholders. Especially, Involvement of agricultural sector who should have
positive relationship with groundwater in nature will be one of the keys to solve multi-
issues solution. From a perspective of adaptive governance which will be more important
under in operation of the Hydrological Circulation Fundamental Law, effectiveness of
stakeholder analysis is to identify a new issue such as above, while challenge of it is not to
provide a new framing. Therefore blowing a whistle from scientists to the stakeholders in
the process of the analysis would be needed.

Key Words: Environmental disputes, consensus building, adaptive governance
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