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Bacterial taxonomy
— Its past, present, and future —

Satoshi Hanada
Bioproduction Research Institute, National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST)
Tsukuba Central 6-10, 1-1-1 Higashi, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8566, Japan

In 1872, bacteria were classified by Ferdinand ]J. Cohn, a botanist and microbiologist, for the first time in the world.
This classification was based on morphology. Cohn's concept was reasonable to a point, but it soon became unsuitable
because bacteria have quite low levels of morphological variation. At the beginning of the 20th century, Sigurd Orla-
Jensen, a biochemist, proposed a new taxonomic system grounded in physiology, and by half a century later modern
bacterial taxonomy based on polyphasic comparison of morphological, physiological, and biochemical characteristics had
been established. At the end of the 20th century, bacterial taxonomy entered a new epoch thanks to the great insight of
the molecular evolutionist Carl R. Woese. The ribosomal RNA that he noticed turned out to be a molecule useful for
revealing phylogenetic relationships, not only among all living organisms but also within bacteria. Use of this excellent
evolutionary marker also allowed scientists other than bacterial taxonomists to study bacterial classification and
identification, thus accelerating progress in bacterial taxonomy. Today, a new era is again about to begin in this
intersection of bacteriology, as a result of rapid progress in the development of DNA sequencing technology and
computer science.

Key words: bacteria, phylogeny, polyphasic taxonomy, evolutionary marker, genome analysis, average nucleotide
identity

RUBHIC (191t : MIEFORBLAH TOHEAS
FEROIRE)

MO THMBEONEEZRIB LD T 1A X DOfily
T h ) e FE O Ferdinand J. Cohn Th 5 &
WhNTW5, 1872412 H & 2581 L 7= 22407 JE ik
Beitige zur Biologie der Pflanzen (=Contributions
to the Biology of Plants) &% L7z icBWTIT
bNzDIEE V). BREEHL, EFIIOERNZR
VBB FICE S THRALZZ LW (2L 2ZEICD
FOREHINIELTH, FAVEBIEHVWRLED
NEZ—HEBET LI LB ETELRNESL) &l
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RbNIZERT TN EHORZDIILEEHEED
W<, WARBIITHLELADORBCTAE 2 HREE
ELTHRTDORIE). 72 FARZHICT AL E/ 5
TiWhwd, FZIEINE ShbREFE, KA
BRIREICE o C, RICHEMITRBLBHRICHRSh
EZ6NTWwa, ZhCL L, ORI O5EER
REHEOMBBEBICESLL D TH oWV,
Micrococcus, Bacterium, Bacillus, Vibrio,
Spirillum, % LT Spirochaete ® 6 2DJE (Genus)
W 4oDHE (Tribe), $%bbH Sphaerobacteria (Fk
¥ o M & ), Microbacteria (/N ® i ),
Desmobacteria (FHAROME), Spirobacteria (MEjE
ROME) /I N/ zD72,



MBS HFEN OB E, B €L TRHE

9HREELVZIE, HEF OB RENME
RATHEA L ERMEFORE] Lo KT
3 %. Robert Koch ®RERERPHEZEE DR, Joseph
Lister OZLEEEHW (LIFIX Bacterium lactis LI
72) OfiFEEORD), JLEHLEZEY Emil A. von
Behring IZ & 2TERE (80D Clostridium tetani)
DR MR DK, Martinus Beijerinck OMRHE
W OMEHE, ERBOME (RICEEORBICHA
T Shigella Ly &N 5) OFR, ZLTERLTIRW
WK TH 5 Louis Pasteur 12 & 5 HAREH D
HRECRERFIEORE, WREOWHEHELEL, Mz
WA v, T4 v, vy 4 2t X 2R
WMERDAREE L FRE~NDERIEATZL D DR
Hchh, ZoOEMEFPHEFIMAEOBRRBY LR
X Z TV LiCBWwiE Ry, BRI OSEERRD
MRBRIZHESLS D E 252D, Cohn AREL
B BT UROMMAPTHELETHo2EvHT L
T, SEETBHELTHRE THHEMEL
AV = VOHBEDBH o2 h b ETHAH). TV 5
@ Antonie van Leeuwenhoek 25 FE ) OB (ML
VA) BHEEHWT, HRETHD CHRE O L R
HL-OBRITHHBEEOZETHAE. Z205 200
FLWIEX b BBME (eclipse) Z21FA T, #i
AESTNAPTR LT B MR T L ERMBESIE—
RIAEE 2D TH 5.

20 HACHIE~PIE | HESEXOHER

FEREICET < Cohn i & B HIE S L E A 1X B9
PHTW BHERBREROMEEEZFOZ LT
Spirochaete & SN —FHEIHAETDH, T0FF
Spirochaetes FIICFE LD OENT WA, 7225, MEDOS
HrREOATITI ZLIZHEWTHAH 2 &
Ry, RANICHEMBAYTHLHE OMIEEREIX
ZHEEZFSTWRY (Thbb, IREH, ERE,
RAEES, BREED, TLGESEL VAR EDN
V—=aryLldie) 57 7, HEOLIHIE
BRI REERTHRE (frustule) DL IR DB HF-
Tk, ErCHBEAECBVTEEL 7772
F—DOEDTHHZ LIV, LiL, §X
TOMBE % DT I ENUNOIESLEL 2 S
DIZTHHZES .

0 HARICA-T, MBESECELHzart
7" b &R L7z D% Sigurd Orla-Jensen T3 % (Orla-
Jensen, 1909). #hid, [MEHOEBELWHE Z 748
GREEEL L TEETHL| EWH)EXFE 72

tmE &

23, BEIBVWTEYOL) ZETREENROR
B (0FY, BOELLEARBREROTOT 74NV
W) Itk oTHET 22 EHA AN 2EELR
R, FNLESNTHEET) 0. HBAEIZEOS]
B#H TdhH B Albert J. Kluyver R R IZIHFE L 72
Cornelis B. van Niel # L T Roger Y. Stanier 52 & o
TEHIHLED LN, BAMESEHFEORMBAE
HT LD, HHZMLEUEOALZ LT, MEOR
DERSTOEEPHER (28 21, MREEORBER
5% ) ADNADIZT=v—v by U ER, IR
BHOBTLERATHL X VOBELY) Lok
b2 HE L SEBEE LTHwLRE X STk
(&S 7 ra—Fid [MbEFE] LFIEh5),
HMBESHOFBEE LEREREILICEEFLZ L LR
7z MAT, AEN - ALENEREEZZBICD--
THHT B2 LI & o TH LN LB 12 B
bAWREERZBRE T2 LI12LD, Rkt
ZHLHEATHREEREZRAATLDTRRIZE 7.
HLHEERE, Fodd A MRBREGORE, S, MK
HORBWES (Eh2Z2TERE?) 2HNTLI L
TEDL, ZNODOERKLEVBED L) RBELETE
L CE-DO»ERTAILLTES. MAEEIZE
DL BHEEAT o 72 194 D Cohn & Z MBS EHFO
[FE—#R] L3546, ZHEEERREZHVTE
BEOBVWHEARSETFELEE LT 2ol
VARG EE [HHA] LRI ESTELY).

2o [EHR ] FSHESEEICR LB E
R LRAETHEOBELZTITLE 52w, ZOM%H
HEDT: O DIEFEED ZHEIAT o720 b ZOWATH
B, 1975 A OGRS HAOREIZLHATD
% [E B M E & % R ¥ (International Code of
Nomenclature of Bacteria) % E®, MEOSEHEZD
RECE [HEETVWBER (B ] BAURTH S
EHEL:. WEROATHET A EFRELRHED
BE, FOEBZHEEORERITI LENDL. £
DD, EETVEHKRDOHEENLELE,H72.
B2, I90E1HALIBICHEBEZAARY A b
(Approved Lists of Bacterial Names) #%%&h,
200, EHELEEG192WOME (L7 —-%7) #°
B S N7 (Skerman et al., 1980). F 72, 1987 fEiC
X, BRRTho- [BoOER] KBHLT 7/ A4
DNA FHtoFY:, $T%+HH5 DNADNANS 7Y ¥
A=V a v (REERR) OMLEENT70% % #
ZAHbDEBET ALV [HOFEE] RENT
(Wayne et al., 1987). 4 H, HAAMESEFZERD



Microb. Resour. Syst. June 2015

M L7z2Db, Z0k)7% [F2HA] OBEHRED
TERHNEZZETH 5.

20 TS : URY — A RNA &V HEESEOE /-
EEBHERE

MESEZOE L TH 2 Cohn (ZHEYHEFE
Tholeds, BMROSTEFIENEIZRLE D44
FREHEFF MBI o THDOONIZZ LTI
BE4RETHS. Hr—RICERLEIEHN L2
VT MNEIESBOFRE,LDLLENDL I LPE
b7 20 AR ORBISE X R SEEND (3
LWik] b7, B0 HICET 5 R/6EELF
BIZEBbD/E o7z Carl R. Woese 12X 51U Ky —
A RNA (rRNA) 24T #{b~—Hh—& L0fgess
ENTHB. TRTCOEYHFEL, ZOHEREILF—
THY, BEBEERFNIEHEL 2V W) ML
D rRNA W (45T EE] L LTe2EYoRKBERE
WS THZ EWRTEDL. Woese 3% DFEN %17
W, FHE (F—%12507) PEREMEEERS
TEBETHLEILERL CEUPREHEY
(Eucarya) & #l# (Bacteria), L TCT7—F7
(Archaea) DZ2D F AL ViZFitbhbZ & %W
S5 L72D72 (Woese, 1987; Woese at al., 1990).
O rRNA ZHETEOBEDOVEDE LTHWS
ZENRTELDIERTHS. LirL, T0FEMKICIX
TTCIERD 5T 7z (Woese & Fox, 1977) HHIH
SRR —REEDLND LI IR BDITIETD
KEEZELZ. twi0d, HIHOBITFERIoHL
7z RV — 25 RNA (rRNA) OBEZYIWHH O &E
Ta7 4 VHETH Y, %ITI16S rRNA EHEE
&S ERETHRE L LT E 2L, =0
L) LHBTEFRERREETEIIDTH 7205
7Z. LA L, PCRIC & 3 BIZFIHIEHAM DIE &34
IREER DT K, Iz CTHE D 16S rRNA E{xT-E5]
DIFIFTEEZMIETEE £ 9 % universal primer ® B
%t (Weisburg et al, 1991 %) 2k o T—#fLtd5 2
Wb, ZLT, 90FMRITIIE K OFFEE TR
RUREE 20, MESBCBIIA2EELRSEEED D
Lo LMEMIFONI-DTHS.

5FIEEFCH 5 16S rRNA (EIEF) EFHIMEE
DRFIEHEZEH LS 2B CREEOS VRS
BETHS. MBESRICBTEMIEY -V ThHol
LW T EDHRLE LT, ZOBESHE S ESICS 2
724 V87 FEERTHo72. 2vIHind, £ oM
R? 16S rRNA (HIZF) EHIHEIT SN, 20K
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BEFBIRAAET — I R AL I T BRET, 2P
T [WF&] WL o2k b7 DF D, KM
WO ZRELTF—FIN—RALBETHILICL
D, ZOMEORIENTEL L) kol iz &
2. fEROMBRIEE, TRREN, £HEN, £k
WE ORI RIS X o THPRTE L. ZhICiE
LI b7z B EERCMNT TN 2 ARk & BERANL
HThy, HESTEEETRITEPZYOREZ R
BLRITNEIRS2WL Do/ THA. LAL,
EREHNDT— 5 R—ZABE L W) HHELBETHR
EHRFREPETLTLE) LS koTLESD
72, BETNE, HMRESEZEOHRSITIEALRVWE
THoTd, BEHEWIHEOSTEFAEZITZ AL HIC
Tollw)Zlilhd MESEFERTDH S
Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology (213,
o CHBE R E DO O [Determinative
Bacteriology| &\ BASH o 7248, 1992 FD% 9
W& LTV OBETIRO MRIE IThh i otz %
HELEICE S RN STEBETH S rRNA B
FILLBEOBRIC X T, ZORMIEZORE 22T
D). TIHILT, HEBERBAENTH- -MES
PN, DF®IEZEN Ny 7755 0 FEEORT
RETHD (=F72%0M) FRMALTLBI LIk
o FRIE, MESEFEICBTS [RBROMHMAD
REREW (=155 4537 1)] THBLERIZ
ZEZTwWA, ZLTC, TOAMLE [HF/-z1L] 2%
[E=HR] ERENZREFELDIES S,

21 2 : F=HROBETRREWRER

PO CRBENED o LMESEHEOWN RS IC
rRNA BEFIE & v ) G EIEEZ RS2 D ICLT [§
S BRURATER. B MEIA] 298
1 U2 8RICHE, FOFEEFFEVCLNS5EYE
DRBIZKELFLETAHZ IR LHrL, 1
) TR STHRICBEEZHDL, 22—
FATICFH T T2 1A) SRS EECH 22T 7
U—F 2L T NS, EIC16S rRNA BRI 220
TR%L, 77 AP OAEMEIIAT R L BRIET
(common housekeeping genes) ##% { B85 L T
M35 EICE Y MEBORMERE L b EICHEE
L& EwiaEAa (Ciccarelli ef al., 2006 %) %, &
DHH#EL 725 DNA-DNANA TV FAE-Ta D
RMERFEZRESRLZY ) LAERO LB (the
average nucleotide identity: ANI) 25& )% &
§ % 3 (Goris et al., 2007) 7 EEIREVIFFEAS .



WESHREEOB/E, BE, TLTRR

BB IIREBEODICERFO DNA 2+ 0BLE
T AHEEMD TS 545 % DNADNA N 7Y ¥4
Y=g VRBEERITRA LTI R—-ALDF )
AEREBTEEHRZ LS LT 2MFETHY, ERE
VERORHERPHENMCE T L= a7

Pewnz 5,

DNA ¥ =7 v ¥ 7B DBRFER 2R ITHE,
MEOES ) AREIXREMIZS 2 A MICH PRI
Y, EnESEFNOHEICHVAZLIHLTHS
PHEEIZLZYV o255, KREJGL (Joint Genome
Institute) Tt HE 7/ A OEF|PeE % MBI T -
TBY, 05F0HMHTIHFERLBLLT /4
BHRMEEZTCTEELT—FTOd 02 EL) 27—
FNR—ZIZBHFENTWwS (https://img.jgi.doe.
gov). &, WMBEDEFEICBH0FRKMT L
EDHTFH#LT —H — DA TG L7/ LAERAER
ERHEE LB PLEE RoTL209hb LA
B ZDX) BT AERENGE LI RBEFE
7tk phylogenomics & I 545, ZHOHIFED
ERIZX DHEORKRERL L Y IEHICRE 72T
%<, MIEMTLIELEA ST S [HETOKEERR
(horizontal gene transfer: HGT)] @4/ A L TOH
REFFEFELS, MEORBRIZBITS HGT O
EMEZRBEDAZLOWRRELE7259) (AT,
C DR & o> THREEARHOBIZ T OREIHH S 2
ATREDH L), EFEETO, FEMEBL
TOHGT ZHL M [EHOEETFRE] THY,
ZTOREIL L o TRAFF (DEOEHRSLLE, BE
) CHBELZLRWEDERL W,

T/, WEHPCTRAINME Y L OEER%E HAT
L CAEBZIMEE 2 HEE LB E TV TOREEMN
HERELLI EITHHEDSMRLICA-TE2EEL
oT&7 [HEZHR] OMELICIIERBEN L E
R DRBRAEM ZMAENR L THEDL L, REFR
CHET S [HEEMED CTHELME (2, 20
FI )] ERERTIBACEINTVELLTHA
). REMLZIOL LT, HEEFERTORY ) VEBEE
W Candidatus Accumulibacter phosphatis, T3
BT %5 Candidatus Desulforudis audaxviator
RRIFTRELD, ZOMBTRIFETELRVITIESE
DORBEEBPHE SN TE TS, ZhHIETRT
Candidatus ([BH] DE) PEENTBY, F8H
AF) v IERTHRWZEDPLGDDEICERLY 2
VTR R, G, SO ASESEECRDI LT
WHEWHIETH Y [EXTWLER] Eo5hTnk

fEm &

WZEIZEB. LAL, FAERIOHEHETH
5ZLHFBHATH L0 [UEWLi] & LTS
EVFRBOOLNTVED7E (Candidatus DFERIZEAL
Ti¥ [Murray & Schleifer, 1994] 2B L CHZ -\,
T 7-FMERIC R LT 1996 S ICTET & 7z EI BB 4y
ZHBCDMAIL TR I TWD)., RERICHEET
BERRY ) AR E LIFRIBHCEATY
LEES, TO X RREFEME O Candidatus & LT
DRFFTTITHI T IDETFHEENSE., ZL
T, ZOREAEFTREOBDTEY, WENE
BAERZHICHRBEVHIECHAS. (] LLTZ%
ROLNTIRVEVEY, SHROSEFMEICBCTE
BRTERVEEC > TV 2 EIZBEVBIE W

RFEEMHEREZ A1 -2 AT ADHESST
5B ?

MEAEZDORRIIEDI I RDDIZRBEDIESD
P RBEEEEETICE T [E2HA] 3455
EDIITHREEZRBEASETHLLDEAL I Rk
TR EELFENFPDIE, B AHERETHREHMO
RELZORBRIREFHTHLIELEHYVZEHZ.
D DNA ¥ —F VY —ZEBIZNL AV—F v ME
N, GLERERBDICHRLRVIEIEDOREDEFIE
o B Ao ERE ISR ICIRET 2 X )2k s TW
{72% 9. phylogenomics FFZEIZ & ) BEAFEBRD TR
TDT I APRF—F R=ZLINBTH720, HHIC
ERINL-EHROFERFICHL LY/ A ERD
D (WHEBEHT) RKOSNLIEICREIONDEH
Nz,

F/2, TOEHIIEFHEREZEON— Py 7R
PELLHLELTwEDALLT, RFEEINILED
T AF—=SRBNTAHY 7 b7 TSR TR
WRTWVWHEDE LS TWLIRTTHL. EbT5hE,
BTSN ) MEHICE D 5 2 OB oOREHERE
BOTRCHREFICHRE SN, ZOWROEMERNE
WP TR SRR S 5 EDEALZMEE D H HIRE
DEMREZH > TFNT R LAMEEE 20 b LK
v, HR, BERAEERFRICIEEZBEREISHS D
DD, BEXZ—N—FETEDDOTRELENILIEHASL
»THA. L L, phylogenomics IFFEDEEIZL »
THRENBWREY ) AERE, RS 4AHE
LSRR 2 RHBER & O 2 LBESE DS, WML
BRERH O — I —BAEZRETIEBHRLTH
BT E IR W, HLEI BNE, TV
TY AL ENRBBRT - ERCT, 7/ LEHR
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LW B LEHIT— 7 25 FOHEOEHFRIEHRD
FTRTCHEVYAY 9N — L CHBRETILZI LI
%5,

BIZZFD LX) RRWPFENIzE Lz s, MIESHEIC
BT [HBROSEREE| ZEEELZERILICED
Db Lhkw. BEGPLSEINT ) L9515
LNBEEROAT, BHROTXTOWRI 2 >
a—-FATYI2al—- ML Wid 5
RHEZETZ [SHEE] LWHBIRT 7o —F13,
ZORRIZB VTR [FIRER% T 5 %R & %
Wl EEREh AW T H B, REOEER
BIZBWO L T EPRTETI, [HEEEE] THES
FWIEOGHEPLBEHICAE Y7 P LTLEIADD
Lz, 29 %o7:56, MESEFEIIRE Rinkk
FAZBTEIIRDE59. 20WBICHADTEDS
h7-EBEMEG2REOORBETH L [EXTWHER
(B#R) PATRTHSE| L) V= VIZEBHFRD
BNBZ LA (&5 AERFEETDH
D, EETVEERDOERIIA T3y Thr] &
HR DTN DEE LS, FhI FMBSESER
EBRRKONRSGFAL L - VT MTHY, FREHEIZLT
MEDCEFRE - 2RRICEATLEI LIRS,
ZLT, COEEZHETS [HO] 3&xoLa
V¥ a2 I YA T AGHONRE (2L 2L, &M
FEZYI2L—- b FB7PVITY XL 2HRETEY Y
MY X TEISEE) THAHIH L, RIBBHEL TS,

A=A AOWMRTI 2 a—%
PABZBZAH] EVWHIBKRT [P0 FaF) 54
BRA)JEVIEEL I ELPPCHVS, L,
MESEZOMZEBP S [HETVRLER] Lwvw)
WENHEZ AW H20THNE, #hE [HESHE
FOYIrFa7)T74 (RER)] OFBRLIFATY
Wi2AS, BALTEWRRICERIER-TL 52072
AIM? EFBHTSFDOL)REHTREP, BERX
5 he—HIRRT ) ARER EDMRDZM L TR
BELDBIZ, DEIFILENEENEELTEEIELZ
ERTERVEIBRESRLTWEDEN, WAL
»e

X #®
Ciccarelli, F.D.,, Doerks, T., von Mering, C., Creevey,

Vol. 31, No.1

C.J., Snel, B. & Bork, P. 2006. Toward automatic
reconstruction of a highly resolved tree of life.
Science 311: 1283-1287.

Cohn, F.J. 1872. Untersuchungen uber Bacterien.
Beitdge zur Biologie der Pflanzen. 1: 127-224.

Orla-Jensen, S. 1909. Die Hauptlinien das natiirlichen
Bacteriensystems. Centralblatt fir Bakteriologie.
22: 305-346.

Goris, J., Konstantinidis, K.T., Klappenbach, J.A.,
Coenye, T., Vandamme P. & Tiedje, J.M. 2007.
DNA-DNA hybridization values and their
relationship to whole-genome sequence
similarities. Int. J. Syst. Evol. Mirobiol. 57: 181-191.

Murray, R.G.E. & Schleifer, K.H. 1994. Taxonomic
Notes: a proposal for recording the properties of
putative taxa of procaryotes. Int. J. Syst. Bacteriol.
44: 174-176.

Skerman, V.B.D., McGowan, V. & Sneath, P.H.A.
1980. Approved Lists of Bacterial Names. Int. J.
Syst. Bacteriol. 30: 225-420.

Wayne, L.G., Brenner, D.J., Colwell, R.R., Grimont,
P.AD, Kandler, O, Krichevsky, M.I, Moore, L.H,,
Moore, W.E.C., Murray, R.G.E. Strackebrandt, E.
Starr, M.P. & Triiper, H.G. 1987. Report of the ad
hoc committee on reconciliation of approaches to
bacterial systematics. Int. J. Syst. Bacteriol. 37:
463-464.

Weisburg, W.G.,, Barns, SM,, Pelletier, D.A. & Lane,
D.J. 1991. 16S ribosomal DNA amplification for
phylogenetic study. J. Bacteriol. 173: 697-703.

Woese, C.R. 1987. Bacterial evolution. Microbiol. Rev.
51: 221-271.

Woese, CR. & Fox, G.E. 1977. Phylogenetic structure
of the prokaryotic domain: the primary kingdoms.
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. US.A. 74: 5088-5090.

Woese, C.R., Kandler, O. & Wheelis M.L. 1990.
Towards a natural system of organisms: proposal
for the domains Archaea, Bacteria, and Eucarya.
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. US.A. 87: 4576-4579.


http://www.tcpdf.org

