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Examination of Cluster Harvesting in Three Varieties of for Harvest
Labor Reduction

Mayu Suzuki?, Satoru Murakami? and Toshiyuki Sasaki®
V Shida Haibara Agr. and Forest Office.2 Fruit Research Center/Shizuoka Res. Int. of Agri. and Forest.?
Westen Agr. and Forest Office.

Abstract

Blueberries are harvested by picking each berry by hand, resulting in a large labor burden. Cluster harvesting, wherein
clusters of berries are collected in groups, as is done for grapes, may be a viable alternative to reduce harvest labor. We
harvested three kinds of blueberry in the present study using this method, and examined the reduction in labor. We found
that cluster harvesting shortens the time spent per harvest, but leads to a decrease in yield, possibly due to shedding as
harvesting proceeds. The shedding rate varied according to the kind of blueberry harvested. Therefore, it is advisable to select
blueberry types that respond well to cluster harvesting, Additionally, uniform maturity of the fruit is advisable to minimize
shedding. Of the three kinds of blueberry inspected in this study, ‘Brightwell appeared most suitable. Based on post-shipping
reports, it appears that shipping blueberries in grapelike clusters yields good quality.
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