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Abstract

“JA Reform” started as a written opinion by the Working Group of Agriculture in the Regulatory
Reform Conference in May 2014. The main contents of the opinion materialized into the amendment of the
Agricultural Cooperative Act in 2015. Although the purpose of “JA Reform” is said to be the “increase of
agricultural income,” the reform has three real objectives as follows.

First, to give JA Zenchu, a powerful opposition to TPP, a shot, as Zenchu was suddenly abolished by
the Abe administration to promote TPP. Second, to separate credit business from JA, which is a group of multi-
business cooperatives, and to reform JA into agricultural specialty cooperatives. MAFF proposes to separate
credit business from JA, merge it with Norinchukin Bank, and then re-entrust it to JA. Third, to provide
business opportunities to private enterprises by reforming Zennoh into stock companies. Agents of private

companies in the Regulatory Reform Conference seek business opportunities in rural areas for their companies.
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“JA Reform” was not set up by members of JA but by the Abe administration, MAFF, and the business circle
of big companies in Japan and USA. However, if the JA group does not take the initiative to reform, members

will abandon JA. Member orientation is necessary for JA to serve as a cooperative association.
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