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Who Needs Support?
—A Case Study of Agricultural Technical Support in Kenya—
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Abstract

Current agricultural technical support is provided according to a deductive flow that disseminates technology
and support developed by experts to farmers. In this paper, the essential problems faced by the structure of
agricultural technology support offered to developing countries are summarized from the perspective of the
difference between the purpose and content of the project and the actual situation of rice cultivation based on
the case of rice farming support in Africa.

In the target rice cultivation area of this study, called Outgrower, near Lake Victoria, West Kenya, the
productivity of rice was low and profit from rice cultivation was very low. This could be attributed to a lack of
infrastructure for production, such as the irrigation subsidiary not being able to provide adequate irrigation, and
the high wage expenses pushing rice cultivation management. Even in rice cultivation assistance in Kenya,
development and dissemination of means for increasing rice production and improving farming were conducted.
However, rice farming of the target scheme was consisted with various socio-cultural elements of the local
society. For example, the rice scheme was consisted with multiple expanded paternal family of the Luo, and
irrigation organization consisting of its clan members. Additionally, wage expenses were secured by purchasing
their livestock, but the wage workers were engaged by people who lived in the same rice cultivation area and
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had become a source of cash income for the people in the area. This necessitates considering the actual

situations of the community that is the target of the support, considering what promotion of improvement

measures for improving farming by unit of household is for the community, and considering the possibility that

technical support can cause social change It was thought that assistance was originally needed for support,

devising, and implemented fine-grained support contents and responding to local change.

[Keywords] Agricultural technical support, Irrigation organization, Kenya, Rice cultivation support for Africa
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