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Examining Concerns over Companies Entry
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from a Questionnaire Survey of
Prefectural Governments
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Summary : Various concerns over private-sector companies coming into the farming business remain
strong among those in the agricultural industry, posing an obstacle to new entrants into the industry.
Thus, for the purpose of examining how their past concerns have materialized since the lifting of the ban
on companies’ engagement, we conducted a questionnaire survey of prefectural government officials in
charge of making arrangements for companies’ entry into the farming business. Our survey has found
that most of the past concerns—such as that entrant companies may quit soon and leave the farmland to
ruin, that they may use farmland for wrongful purposes, and that family farmers may be driven out of
the farming business—were irrelevant. We have also learned each prefecture’s stance regarding the
acquisition of farmland by companies. Amid calls for fundamental changes to the government’s
agricultural policy, what is required of those in the agricultural industry is to redefine private-sector
companies as full-fledged actors in the farming business, and then, to discuss, respond, and plan for the
future in a calm and rational manner based on the actual state of affairs.

Key words : companies’ entry into the farming business, concern, examining, questionnaire survey
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