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Summary

This study examined past and present situations of traditional apiculture (beekeeping) in the
Kozagawa Basin (Kozagawa Town, Wakayama Prefecture), in the Kumano Region of Japan. We
interviewed residents living in three different villages: two in upstream sites, Matsune and Hirai and
one in a mid-stream site, Myojin/Nukumi regarding changes in traditional apiculture. In the past,
about 70% of households in these three villages have maintained traditional hives of Japanese honey
bees (Apis cerana japonica) locally called “Gora.” However, over time, the percentage of these
households has decreased, especially in the mid-stream site. Families engaged in the primary
industries had a higher rate of owning the bee hives while those engaged in secondary and tertiary
industries tended not to have the bee hive. About half of the people who still maintained the bee hives
stated they started apiculture due to social influences and continued the activity as a hobby rather
than to simply obtain honey. About a half of the people who did not own the bee hives thought that
apiculture is a troublesome and laborious task. However, about 20% of them stated that they had
reluctantly given up their practice due to aging or bee allergies. Inheritance of the traditional
apiculture may require certain number of beekeepers and efficient social bonds among village

communities.

Keywords: bee hive, comparative study, culture, honey, local community
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