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Current status and changes in distributions of medium-sized mammals
in Hyogo Prefecture, Japan
Shun Takagil*2
1 Wildlife Management Research Center, Hyogo

2 Institute of Natural and Environmental Sciences, University of Hyogo

Abstract: The current statuses of five medium-sized mammals in Hyogo Prefecture
were examined. To acquire information on distributions and sightings, a questionnaire
survey of agricultural settlements was conducted in 2018 and 2019. Despite slight
differences in distributions, all five species were widespread throughout the prefecture.
As compared with the results of a 2006 survey, the distribution of the raccoon dog
expanded northward to Awaji Island while that of the Japanese badger expanded to
the southeastern part of mainland Hyogo. The questionnaire survey was not highly
sensitive but was cost-effective for monitoring medium-sized mammals.

Keywords: monitoring, questionnaire survey, range expansion
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