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Constraints of Dairy Cattle Farming in Southern Mozambique

Junji KobE*', Benedito Isac TINGA™?, and Damido Wetimane NGULUVE*?

Abstract

Mozambique has promoted dairy cattle farming in an effort to increase domestic milk production. This paper
presents the results of a case study on the sustainability of dairy cattle farming and its constraints in southern
Mozambique. The results indicate that smallholder family dairy farms are more profitable than other dairy
farms hiring permanent labor. However, more than 60% of the family farms have withdrawn from dairy farming.
This is mainly due to animal disease and reproduction issues, which have reduced the number of rearing cows.
Consequently, smallholder family dairy farms tend to produce milk in a profitable but unsustainable way. Given
these findings, development efforts should focus not only on smallholders’ milk production and profit, but also on
institutional, technical, and educational support for animal disease control and reproduction.

[Keywords] Jersey, Profitability, Continuity, Constraints, Mozambique
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